Gardening on the Rocks
March 2020

A Winter Farm in the Valley – photo by Lisa

Editor: Hermina Hubert
smathermi@gmail.com
(705) 692-1442
Membership: Linda Hugli
lhugli@hotmail.com
(705) 693-2476
Website: www.SudburyHorticulturalSociety.ca

Founded in 1911.
Dedicated to the
beautification
of the
Greater Sudbury Region
and the preservation
of our environment.

Congratulations to All Who Entered Our Shows Last Year!
Awards for Spring Show in May
Bettina Hansen Award for Best Floral
Design – Rheo Courshesne;
Liinamaa Family Award for Most Points
in Hobbyist Arts & Crafts - Diane Coggins
and Donna Dick tied;
Winnifred Squires trophy for Most
Points in Show – Lisa Robinson

Awards for the August Flower & Vegetable Show
Giovanna Vettoretti (left)
won three awards…Gisella
Daru Trophy (Most Points
in Cut Specimens), Lambert
Family Award (Most Points
in Vegetables), and the
Agnew Trophy (Most Points
in Aug Show);
Hermine Calyn Award (Best
Display) goes to Theresa
Cullum; President, Barbara
Knuff presents the Society Gift for Most Points all year to Theresa Cullum (right); Lisa Robinson won a gift
certificate for the Best Floral Design.

Awards for the Christmas Show
Hermina Smatlanek Hubert holds the Helen Toivonen Award for Best Floral Design and the Claire Liinamaa
Award for Most Points in Show; The Hugli Family Award for Most Points accumulated in Photography
all year goes to Lisa Robinson.
Our five YOUTH members, who
entered….Kailey McGuire, Alexis
McGuire, Olivia Clement,
Isobelle LaRose, and Alissa
LaRose… received medallions.
Great job everyone!

Society General Meeting
Sunday, March 22 at Parkside
Speaker Joe Shorthouse - “ The Amazing World of Lilacs ”
Refreshments at 1:15
Door Prizes…Share-the-Wealth…White Elephant Table

Introducing the Guest Speaker
“Joe Shorthouse is an internationally recognized expert on the insects found on wild and domestic
roses. He is an entomologist and retired in 2013 after 37 years as an educator and research at
Laurentian University. He received his BSc and MSc from the University of Alberta and his PhD from
the University of Saskatchewan. He was hired at Laurentian University in 1975 where he taught
three courses in entomology and a course in Canadian environmental biology. Joe has published over
100 scientific papers, edited two books, and has written many magazine
and newspaper articles. He has travelled extensively across Canada
studying roses and has made presentations in all provincial capitals. Joe
has been invited to speak on roses and insects in Japan, England,
Germany, France, Holland, Israel, South Africa, Sydney Australia, Brazil,
Turkey and in California, Ohio, Washington DC and Florida in the US.”
As Joe will be speaking about roses at the Gardening Festival in May, he has
chosen to present, at the March meeting, ‘The Amazing World of Lilacs’.

Remembering Margret Munt
We just discovered that our ‘Life’ member Margaret Munt had passed away a year ago, in February
2019, in Toronto. She and husband Ian supported the Hort Society for many years, She was known for
her spectacular African Violets. After his death, Margaret moved to Toronto, but she still enjoyed
getting news from the north.

Project Impact – Vote Now!
The Coalition for a Liveable Sudbury once again
hosted the Project Impact Community Celebration
last Sunday at the Parkside Centre. Participants
voted for their favourite ‘project’ after watching
each presentation.

It is not too late for you to cast your vote!
Go on line to view all the worthy projects and
enter your vote by Sunday, March 22…
projectimpact.ca or at any library branch.

Bee Workshop
The Blind River
Horticultural Society
is hosting a workshop
on BEES on Sunday,
March 15. If you are
interested in more
information, contact
Theresa Cullum at
705-524-7654.

Community donations (which can also be made on
the website) fund the winning projects.

Milkweed Seeds
Did you know that those fluffy white ‘seeds’ of the milkweed plant require a period of cold before planting (as
do many seeds in our climate) it is called cold stratification. I learned at the Seedy event to put the seeds in
‘moist soil’, or sand, in a covered container and pop them into the fridge for a week to ten days. Then you take
them out to warm up for a few days, and then back into the cold. Do this several times until you see the little
fellows sprout leaves. Start around April 1 so that seedlings will be ready for the garden in May.

Garden & Nature Show - June 13-14
Gardenmania!
A two-day, tented garden
extravaganza kicking off Canada’s official
Gardening Days. John and I know of so many
wonderful organizations who make our world a
better place to live in and we want to support
them. A combined effort of volunteers from local
hort societies and the Quinte
Botanical Gardens (Canada’s Newest) are making
this happen. Details are on our website
www.qbgardens.ca
You are also invited to exhibit if you prefer - sell
your plants or get your important messages across
to the general public. Booths are only $150.00 for
a 10’ x 10’ space, vendors are welcome, and
booths can be shared. Deadline to apply is April
3rd. Exhibitor/vendor application is also on our
website.
Hope you can attend. Thanks very much!
Deanna
Quinte Botanical Gardens
www.facebook.com/quintebotanicalgardens/

Lifetime Achievement Award – Congratulations Wayne!
Ontario Heritage Fairs Coordinators Wayne Hugli of Sudbury and Carol White of Kingston were presented
with a Lifetime Achievement Award during the Lieutenant Governor’s Ontario Heritage Awards ceremony at
Queens Park on Thursday Feb. 20. They were recognized for more than 25 years of exceptional volunteer
contribution to heritage conservation through their work with the Ontario Heritage Fairs program.
As directors, White and Hugli track the fairs’ activities, organize the fairs’ community networks, gather data
and report to OHFA’s executive, auditors and supporters. The program coordinates over 20 communities
representing more than 20,000 youth, annually. This program is supported by 4,000 volunteers and
thousands of work hours. White and Hugli’s leadership of the program has facilitated these opportunities for
youth to make links between the past and the present, to have a voice through the sharing of heritage
stories to uncover and to share and preserve local stories, histories and language.
Check out this link:
https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/pages/programs/recognition
-programs/2019-recipients

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Winter Photos!
Now is the time to take photos for the Christmas Show (photography classes) as there may be no snow in November.
Check the new 2020 Show Schedule to see which classes appeal to you. (pick one up at meetings or check on our
website.)
Also the Three or Four Season Shot, where you take photos of the same location/view with the changing seasons,
should be considered now. These entries always look lovely.

OPEN CLASS…What?
“What exactly is the OPEN CLASS in our photo competition?” someone asked. Well, this class allows you to
alter your photo… use the computer, or scissors and glue, even magic markers to enhance or change the
original.
In the Spring Show at the Gardening Festival, it asks for a ‘Montage’ of a garden (cutting up your old photos
and gluing them to resemble a garden). When you have stopped laughing, give it a try!
The Christmas Show has a decorated front entrance in the open class…find one now while there is still some
snow and use your imagination to ‘enhance’.

Book Review – by Laura Foreshew
“The Prairie Garden” book has been an
excellent vegetable garden reference for 80 years. It
explains how to start heirloom tomato seedlings, and
provides information on twenty-eight
eight tomato
varieties. Tomato tips on how to plant, water, mulch,
fertilize, and deal with cutworms are helpful.
A section on the description of miniature
vegetables and how you can grown microgreens on
your windowsill is quite useful for kitchen gardens.
You may wish to grow vegetables aesthetically as
ornamentals. Even the usefulness of a modern
potager at your fingertips
ertips may catch your interest.
Low maintenance deck plants and the value of
efficiently grown deck beds is explained.
If you struggle with how to improve clay soil for
gardening, and how to grow edibles in sandy soil, this
book will guide
uide you. Even what to compost for use in
a vegetable garden will enrich your garden.
The care of artichokes, perennial vegetables,
horseradish, and various types of potatoe
potatoes is given
detailed attention for best results. Also included are
topics like: growing mushrooms from logs, how to
ferment vegetables, building a mason bee nesting
house, and raising laying hens.
A section on foraging wild weeds to add
variety to the dinner table is enlightening.
Ornamental alliums are recommended to grow in a
flower or vegetable garden to keep pests awa
away.
In the final pages of this inspiring book you will
find a useful, visual, plant list to guide you. May your

vegetable garden flourish
h in this coming year. Smile!
Spring is on its way. Until then, borrow
orrow this book at
our Sudbury Public Library.
Thank you to
Ron Lewis, who
generously
donated this book.

Volunteer of the Year
Congratulations Pat O’Grady

Mrs. Vettoretti presents trophy, the Frank
Vettoretti Award for Volunteerism, to Pat
O’Grady. Pat is most deserving of this award as
he works tirelessly, often behind the scenes.

* Society Treasurer for five years
* John Street Park: donates plants and supplies; helps
with all cleanup & planting bees
* Coordinates Plant Sale during the Sudbury Gardening
Festival and arranges for pickup and delivery of
plants at the event
* Ugliest Schoolyard Contest: worked on-site at school;
donated pots, soil and fertilizer
* Coordinates White Elephant Table at Society Meetings
* Records and Reports Volunteer Hours to OHA and
OMAFRA
* Volunteers to help at information booth for many SHS
events
* Can always be counted on when volunteers are needed
throughout the year.

Bring Your own Mug!
What a brilliant idea! In keeping with our mandate
of cutting down on waste, some of our members
have been bringing their own mugs/cups to general
meetings. This is not a new concept, as other
groups to which I belong always bring their own
cups.
Having just spent $10 on paper cups for the last
meeting (which, by the way, are NOT recyclable),
we now encourage you to “bring your own mug”
to the next meeting…(not too large or it won’t fit
under the spout of the coffee machine)
Those who do,
will get an extra
door prize ticket.
It’s a win, win;
reduce
waste,
save money, and
get an extra
chance to win a
door prize!

Hermina

Dates to Remember!
March 20 – Spring Equinox (equal hours
of daylight and darkness)
March 14-21 – Spring Break for schools
March 22 – Society General Meeting at
Parkside
March 28 – Earth Hour (shut off all
electricity for one hour)
- Sudbury Symphony at Frazer Aud.
April 10 – Good Friday
April 12 - Easter Sunday
April 22 – Earth day
April 26 – Society General Meeting at the
Parkside
May 10 – Mother’s Day
May 18 – Victoria Day
May 30 – Gardening Festival, Plant sale,
and Flower Show

Saturday May 30, 2020

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Without the support of our hard-working volunteers, it would not be possible for our Society to host
the Sudbury Gardening Festival every spring! If you would be interested In joining this enthusiastic
group and helping to make our event in 2019 a success please contact the following people:
Theresa Cullum
Phone: 705-524-7654
shsbooth@sudburygardeningfestival.ca

Cathy Carr and Pat O’Grady

SHS Information
Booth

These volunteers help to make visitors
more aware of our work in the
community and sell SHS memberships.

Plant Sale

These volunteers help pot up plants for
our spring sale and set up and sell
them at the Gardening Festival

Gardening Book Sale

These volunteers set up the display of
gardening books and magazines, price
them and sell them throughout the
Festival.
These volunteers set up for the Flower
Show, supervise throughout the day
and judge the entries.
These volunteers welcome visitors to
the Festival and answer their questions
about the event.
These volunteers assist our student
volunteers with the physical setup of
tables, chairs and tablecloths, as well
as the posting of signage.
These volunteers will assist in
providing coffee, tea, pop and snacks
for our volunteers, vendors &
exhibitors.

Phone: Cathy – 705-670-8889
Phone: Pat – 705-692-9170
plantsale@sudburygardeningfestival.ca

Laura Foreshew
Phone: 705-855-3646
books@sudburygardeningfestival.ca

Hermina Hubert

Horticultural Show

Phone: 705-692-1442
flowershow@sudburygardeningfestival.ca

Betty Lance

Festival Greeters

Phone: 705-897-1880
greeters@sudburygardeningfestival.ca

Wayne Hugli

Set-up and Take-Down

Phone: 705-561-1750
whugli@sudburygardeningfestival.ca

Ada Petretti
Phone: 705-566-6770
kitchen@sudburygardeningfestival.ca

Volunteer
Appreciation

Connie Dubois and her team will be offering free coffee, tea, pop and snacks to volunteers in the
kitchen at Parkside Centre throughout the Festival to show our appreciation for their assistance.

