Gardening on the Rocks
MARCH 2021

Caught in the act by Hermina’s camera.
Editor: Hermina Hubert
smathermi@gmail.com
(705) 6921442
Membership: Linda Hugli
lhugli@hotmail.com
(705) 698-6862
Website: www.SudburyHorticulturalSociety.ca

Founded in 1911.
Dedicated to the
beautification
of the
Greater Sudbury Region
and the preservation
of our environment.

Get Growing
with your Horticultural Society

·

On behalf of the Board of Directors and all members of
the Society, I would like to express our sincere thanks
to three Directors who have decided to retire from the
Board in 2021.
We will miss the wonderful lunch buffets coordinated
by Ada Petretti and Connie Dubois when we return to
in-person meetings in the future. We will also miss the
enthusiastic support and creative ideas contributed by
Vicky Naumenko. Their contributions to our meetings
and activities will be greatly missed this year.
I have agreed to return as Society President for this year
while we work on recruiting a new President, Vice
President, and up to four additional Directors for the
Society. The remaining members of the Board have
agreed to continue for another year, but we are eager
to welcome other Society members to join this
enthusiastic team.
·
·
·
·
·

PRESIDENT – Wayne Hugli
PAST PRESIDENT – Barbara Knuff
SECRETARY – Theresa Cullum
TREASURER – Pat O’Grady
DIRECTORS – Laura Foreshew, Hermina Hubert,
Betty Lance, Georgette Mitchell,
Lisa Robinson, and Frankie Vitone

·

·

·

·
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Members of the Board participate on one (or more) subcommittees throughout the year and help to ensure that
our meetings, events. and activities run smoothly.
We welcome your input:
·
·

·

·

If you have contributions for our SHS newsletter,
please contact Hermina Hubert.
If you would like to suggest book purchases for
donation to the Sudbury Public Library, please
contact Laura Foreshew.
Barb Knuff and Theresa Cullum oversee and
coordinate our work at John Street Park.
Our Society has been planting and maintaining the
gardens at the corner of Paris and John Streets
since 1988 and always appreciates on-site support
from Society members and other volunteers from
May to September.
Georgette Mitchell ensures that our Little Free
Library in the Park is full of interesting titles for

·

borrowing. She welcomes your donations
throughout the year.
Theresa Cullum and her team coordinate the
Open Garden Weekend in July. They are always
seeking recommendations for this popular garden
tour each summer.
We are currently unsure of the future of that
event in 2021 because of the pandemic. Watch
your newsletters and our Facebook Group for
updates in the coming months.
Hermina Hubert and her team coordinate the
Society’s Shows and Competitions. Although we
have not been able to hold traditional shows, we
have been encouraging participation in virtual
events.
I (Wayne) have been coordinating our speaker
presentations at meetings and welcome
suggestions of local speakers who might be
interested in presenting at one of our meetings
throughout the year. During the pandemic, we
invite you to join in our Virtual Speaker
Presentations.
Our Spring Plant Sale continues to be a major
source of income. Watch upcoming newsletters
for information about how you can support that
event this year – during the pandemic.
Due to COVID-19, there will be no Sudbury
Gardening Festival this spring.
Although she is not a member of the Board, Linda
Hugli maintains our website –
www.sudburyhorticulturalsociety.ca and
moderates our Facebook Group –
www.facebook.com/groups/sudburyhorticultural
society . We encourage you to join that group and
contribute to it throughout the year.
If you have questions about your SHS
membership, please contact Linda as well. She
maintains our Membership Database to ensure
that we have accurate contact information for
everyone. If you haven’t already renewed your
membership for 2021 you can do that by cheque
made out to the Society and mailed to Linda Hugli,
181 Garson-Coniston Road, Garson, ON, P3L 1G3
or by e-transfer from your bank account to
payment@sudburyhorticulturalsociety.ca.
If you prefer to renew with a credit card go to
http://www.sudburygardeningfestival.ca/SHS_M
EMBERSHIP.php

CREATING OUR
WILDLIFE GARDEN
VIRTUAL PRESENTATION
by
Abigail Burt
Sunday March 28, 2021 – 2:00 p.m.
The Sudbury Horticultural Society, in partnership with the Parkside Centre, is pleased to present
this virtual workshop for gardeners in Northeastern Ontario.
Abigail Burt is a Provincial Geologist, as well as gardener, beekeeper, and bird watcher.
She is also a knitter, cross-country skier, and long-distance hiker.
Abbie is passionate about wildlife gardening and creating spaces that can withstand good oldfashioned drought and neglect. She and her husband Grant avoid the use of harmful
chemicals in their gardens. Abigail says she is also ‘monarch-obsessed’.
In today’s presentation we will watch a neglected urban plot come alive with pollinators of all
shapes and sizes, birds, amphibians, and mammals. Raised veggie beds, a roof-top garden,
rock gardens, ponds, and wetlands have replaced weedy grass and scrub.

REGISTER TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS FREE ZOOM PRESENTATION AT

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJApf--uqDwrHdPco_yUZGGxIgoFV8tHtyTI
After registering you will receive an e-mail confirmation which will include the link that you will need
to connect to the presentation on March 28th at 2:00 p.m.

Save that message because you will need that link to connect on March 28th.
If you would like to make a charitable donation to support this FREE presentation
and additional ones in the future, you can do so by
e-transfer from your bank account to payment@sudburyhorticulturalsociety.ca
or through CANADA HELPS at
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/sudbury-horticultural-society/

Virtual Speaker Presentations
Our next speaker presentations will be:

Sunday March 28th at 2:00 p.m. - Abigail
Burt - "CREATING OUR WILDLIFE GARDEN"
then

Sunday April 25th at 2:00 p.m. - Anna
Leggatt - "GARDENING IN THE SHADE"
and

Sunday May 30th at 2:00 p.m. - David
Hobson - "BEYOND THE PAIL: Wild Ideas
with Pots and Planters"
Registration information will appear in our
newsletters and in our Facebook Group at the
beginning of each month.
187 gardeners were registered to participate in
Sean James' presentation on Sunday February 28th
They included Society members, OHA District 13
members, Parkside Centre members, and others
who saw the event posted on our website or in our
Facebook Group. Linda hosted that presentation,
introducing and thanking Sean on behalf of the
Society.
The Society is very pleased to acknowledge personal
donations received from three of our members who
wanted to support our ZOOM speaker
presentations this year. French River Horticultural
Society has also made a very generous donation.
It's great to know that these presentations are
proving so valuable to members of our Society and
to other Gardeners in District 13.

Great News!
Peter Marshall has provided the recording of SEAN
JAMES' presentation from February 28th. You can
view it on YOUTUBE
AT https://youtu.be/RCiysbc9UEM .
At Sean's request, this video will only be available
on the web until March 13th.
Thanks Peter for facilitating the presentation and
for providing this resource for the Sudbury
Horticultural Society's use.

Following Sean's presentation, we received this
message from Marlene Knezevich from the Wilmot
Horticultural Society:
"Sean is great and I have heard him several times.
We had him present his Nifty Native Plant webinar
for us in January. That one he let us keep up
initially for 2 weeks too and then extended it for
forever."
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jUAJaOb4nY
A&feature=youtu.be
Thank you Marlene for sharing that link with us.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Ugliest Schoolyard Contest
We anticipate that the Ugliest Schoolyard Contest
will take place again this year and that we will be
able to work with at least one school in the fall - if
the pandemic situation has improved enough by
then.
Wayne has created a new promotional video for the
contest that will be posted on the city's website.
You can preview it at:
https://youtu.be/ZMMi9jkMvK8
Everyone interested in Greater
Sudbury's Regreening Program will want to read
the annual report. It contains the latest updates on
this internationally recognized program that has
been in operation in our city since the 1970s.
Despite the pandemic, regreening work continued
throughout 2020. The Sudbury Horticultural Society
is a proud supporter of this important initiative.
Download a copy of the report
at https://www.greaters
udbury.ca/live/environm
ent-andsustainability1/pdfdocuments/regreeningannual-report2021/?fbclid=IwAR3k1uR
vfWASIXA6EeQSUmiz5W
tlELkYqxNh8AVb7DNmsE
MI_aqQ6-qei-0

Be sure to reach out on Facebook and check
out the YouTube Channel.
We have tried to be quite
active sharing
on Facebook and hope to
offer help there as well. I
find we often get questions
about caring for your trees
and shrubs, or what to do if
something happens to one.
I am hoping people are
able to post their questions directly to the page
instead of sending a message. Then hopefully
everyone can benefit from the answers and advice.

I also suggest you check out our YouTube Channel,
It has a few great instructional videos and I'll try to
finally find time to add more as well.
Lastly, you can sign up by just clicking the button
below to receive the next ‘treemail’ which is full of
information!
Click Here to Sign Up for our "Tree"Mail List
or check out the website.
lewishardyfruittrees@gmail.com

Help us grow and also do our part
for the environment.
Anyone who has garden pots from previous years
we would be very happy to accept them and reuse
them. Especially the larger 5 gal+ pots the trees
usually arrive in. We will also accept any smaller
pots, planters or flats you may have.
We have big aspirations to grow from just a retail
nursery to a full onsite nursery where we will be
doing all our own planting, propagation and
grafting. This will help up not only reduce our
environmental impact but also be able to offer
plants earlier in the season and plants that have
been hardened off in our exact climate.
With all that being said we are also going to be
needing lots of mulch, planting material and
compost. So if anyone is interested in dropping off
any wood chips, leaves, grass clippings, yard waste,

manure or compost we would happily accept it.
In fact we have use for almost any clean fill you may
have including even sand, stones, intact bricks and
patio stones.
We do not require any brush trimmings and sticks,
or broken concrete. Also please don't send any
heavily fertilized or pesticide/chemical containing
products and definitely nothing diseased, or
containing invasive plants/seeds.
Thanks, Ron
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

I have recently confirmed with Olive Vanderkooy
that Azilda Greenhouses will be offering a 10%
discount on all regularly priced plants again this
year to SHS members. You will be asked to present
your digital or printed membership card to indicate
that you are a 'member in good standing' of the
Sudbury
Horticultural
Society.
Last week I emailed digital membership cards to
anyone whose expiry date is March 2021 or beyond.
You'll now be able to simply show your card on your
smartphone! If you did not receive your digital card,
it may be that your membership requires renewal.
You may renew at any time and will receive a full
year's membership ($15/single, $20/family) from
that date. If you have questions or need help with
this, feel free to contact me.
Linda
membership@sudburyhorticulturalsociety.ca
705-698-6862

Medicinal Herbs
- a Book Review by Laura Foreshew
Rosemary Gladstar, author of this
beginner’s guide on how to know, grow and
use herbs, shares a wealth of information.
You will use this resource for cooking and
medicinal purposes. You will discover the
benefits of growing your own herbs. Some
side effects of consumption of various herbs
are also addressed.
The layout of a medicinal herb garden will
make it manageable. Even medicinal
container gardens are addressed in this book.
Information on knowing your local weeds is
beneficial. You will learn how to harvest buds,
flowers, leaves, and roots. Discover effective
drying and freezing methods for your herb
harvest, and the tools for a kitchen pharmacy.
If you ever wish to make your own herbal
teas, this book is for you. How to make
medicinal infusions, decoctions, and syrups is
explained in detail. You even learn how to
make medicinal oils, salves, and tinctures.
Also, bath herbs, poultices, and compresses
are described.
Nine familiar herbs and spices to grow and
use are illustrated and a wealth of
information on them shared. At least 24 safe
and effective herbs to know, grow and use are
suggested by this author.

What Can I Do in My Garden Now?
For the answer to this question, check out Mark
Cullen’s website for more details - fruit tree
pruning, caring for shrubs, buying seeds, and
cleaning those bird feeders! to name a few.
www.markcullen.com or www.cullensfoods.com

This herbal guide
is available at your
local library on loan.
Have fun creating a
year round herb
garden of your own.
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