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Francesco Vettoretti
We have lost another well-loved
loved member of the
Society. Mr. Vettoretti passed away on FFebruary 8.

Peter Woolnough
More sad news – Shelby Woolnough’s husband
Peter passed away on February 24.
Peter was an integral part of the Foothills Farm
Horse community. He was the voice of the
Northeast Trillium Association and the local
Northern Equestrian Horse Show Circuits, spending
over 25 years volunteering many hours announcing
at horse shows.
Music was dear to his heart - He was a long-time
supporter of the Sudbury Symphony Orchestra.

Francesco was born in Vidor,, Treviso, Italy on
January 23, 1927, and emigrated to Canada iin 1952
with his wife, Giovanna.
Together, they volunteered for over 20 years
years,
taking care of the plants at Science North. He was
an active, life member of the Horticultural Society
and also served for a time on the board. He and
Giovanna won countless ribbons and trophies over
the decades for the flowers, fruits, and vegetables
grown from their award-winning garden.
arden. Just two
years ago, the Vettoretti garden was featured on
the Open Garden Weekend.
Not surprisingly, Francesco was an accomplished
wine maker. He loved gardening, mushroom and
blueberry picking, and had a particular passion for
fruit trees. He was able to grow fig, plum, pear, and
peach trees
ees that bore plentiful fruit. So much so
that he always shared these
se with neighbours and
family. We will miss his familiar face at our
meetings.
The funeral will be held on Saturday, April 7th at 10:30
am in Our Lady of Hope Church (591 Brennan Road).

A memorial service will be held at Jackson and
Barnard Funeral Home, 233 Larch St, on Saturday,
March 10 at 1:00 pm. There will be an informal
visitation prior to the service from 12 - 1pm, and
a gathering for refreshments and sharing of
memories after the service.

SOCIETY GENERAL MEETING
Sunday, March 25 …at
at the CNIB
Refreshments at 1:15 pm… Meeting begins at 2:00.

Guest Speaker: Dr.Jennifer Babin-Fenske
Fenske
– “Insect
Insect Pollinator
Pollinators”
Door prizes - 50/50 - White elephant table finds

Introducing Our Guest Speaker
A proud Nova Scotian, Dr. Jennifer Babin
Babin-Fenske found a passion for
insects during her Applied Zoology undergraduate degree at McGill
University. She then moved to Sudbury for a Master's involving
whirligig beetles and a Ph.D. involving soil insects. Her position as the
Coordinator of EarthCare Sudbury Initiatives at the City of Greater
Sudbury allows her to share her interest of protecting the
environment and enhancing our local biodiversity. She helps her own
children explore and invite insects into their lives and home as their
annual temporary pet iss selected from their backyard and reared
from a caterpillar to a pupa, then a moth. She will speak about insect
pollinators found in the Greater Sudbury area and how we can invite them back into our lives.
We encourage our members to visit the Earthcare SSudbury website https://www.greatersudbury.ca/live/environment
https://www.greatersudbury.ca/live/environment-and-sustainability1/earthcare-sudbury/
sudbury/ and
Facebook page - https://www.facebook.com/earthcaresudbury/

SUDBURY MASTER
GARDENERS
Answering all your gardening questions!
www.SudburyMasterGardeners.ca

A Healthier Environment for Children
Dates to Remember!
Throughout 2018 the City will be celebrating 40
years of regreening initiatives in Greater Sudbury.
One of these is the Ugliest Schoolyard
ard Contest.

March 11 – Daylight Saving Time begins
March 20 – Vernal (spring) Equinox
March 25 - General Meeting at CNIB
- Palm Sunday
April 1 – Easter Sunday
April 6 – Board Meeting, CNIB 1:30 pm
April 29 – General Meeting at CNIB
May 5 – AGM in Elliot Lake

"By ensuring that Canadian school grounds are as
green as they can be, school boards, cities, and
charities not only help the environment, but help
children,
en, by ensuring they are healthy
healthy, and
encouraging them to become eco--literate, and
maybe one day inspiring them to grow into a future
eco-leader."
https://treecanada.ca/blog/green-school
schoolgrounds-are-beneficial-for-childhood-development-and-learning/
SHS and the Sudbury Master Gardeners are proud
supporters of the local Ugliest Schoolyard Contest.

1812 Lasalle blvd…(705)560-1697
1697
carole charbonneau florist+owner

Notice: There will NOT be a pot luck dinner after
the meeting in April…we are considering a light
lunch instead.. This is still in the planning stage.

Beautiful Blue Jays
The blue jay (Cyanocitta
yanocitta cristata) is part of the
corvid family, whose members include ravens,
crows, and magpies. Their magnificent colour is not
due to pigment, rather an
n illusion…a scattering of
light as it is absorbed byy tiny air pockets in the
barbs on their feathers. Their true colour is actually
a brownish grey.
They are noted for their intelligence and memory.
They have been spotted making a hole in the grass
in which to stuff their newly-found
newly
peanut, and
then covering it with a nearby leaf…with only a
beak at their disposal.
Blue jays are omnivores, eating not only seeds,
nuts, berries, but also insects
ects and mice!
(I learned some of this by reading Gardens West
magazine….Hermina)

New Books in the Library
One of the books that
was purchased by our
Society and donated
to the Sudbury Public
Library this year is
called “Peony: The
Best Varieties for
Your Garden” by
David C. Michener
and
Carol
A.
Adelman.
Information on the back cover of the book says
“Beloved for their lush blooms and captivating
fragrance, peonies are also easy to grow, adaptable
to many garden styles, and available in a palette of
luscious colours. Peony experts David Michener
and Carol Adelman share detailed information on
nearly 200 varieties and knowledgeable advice on
your best choices”.
Needless to say, this beautiful, hard-covered book
is filled with gorgeous photos and is just the book
to delve into and dream of spring.
Diane

Here is a list of all the books purchased this year
that are now in the library - main branch. However,
you can ask for them at your local branch
Cut Flower Garden: Grow, Harvest and Arrange
Stunning Seasonal Blooms - by Erin Benzakein
Gardening Lab for Kids: Starting a Garden, Fun
Experiments to Learn, Grow, Harvest, Make and
Play - by Renata Fossen Brown
Gardening Organic Vegetables, Herbs, and Flower
Gardening: A Beginner Guide - by Jeremy Ramson
Awesome Ancient Grains and Seeds: A Garden-ToKitchen Guide - by Dan Jason and Michele Genest
Practical Organic Gardening: The No-Nonsense
Guide to Growing Naturally - by Mark Highland
Peony: The Best Varieties for Your Garden - by
David C. Michener and Carol A. Adelman
Victory Gardens for Bees: A DIY Guide to Saving
the Bees - by Lori Weidenhammer

SUDBURY SEEDY SATURDAY
Seedy Saturday Committee
mmittee Members
Members: (from left) Meghan Perrin, Tammy Cheguis, (her son Sam),
Stuart McCall, Hermina Hubert, Colleen Zilio, and Diane Chapman,

Thanks to the generosity
ity of this year’s participants, we are able to save another seed variety through
thr
the
‘Seeds of Diversity’ …Seeds
Seeds of Diversity is a national charitable organization of gardeners and farmers who
preserve the rich biodiversity and heritage of Canada's food plants …The winning seed variety this year was
the Purple Barley.

We would like to thank the following Volunteers for their assistance:
Teresa Axthelm, Jill Bennett, Rebecca Caissey, Leigh
Leig Anne Cecchetto, Dawn
Chew, Gerard Courtin, Theresa Cullum, Connie Dubois,
Dubois Barb Ecker, Laura
Foreshew, Jessie Galba, Linda Hugli, Wayne Hugli, Angelina Kasunich,
Barbara Knuff, Judith Mulligan, Pat O’Grady, Meghan Perrin,
P
Lisa Robinson,
Barbara Smatlanek, and Fionna Tough. Also, in the Kids’ Corner: Sam and
Zoey. (I hope I haven’t forgotten anyone.)

(right) Theresa Cullum
was the winner of a $50
gift card donated by
Azilda Greenhouses
(right) Fionna
Tough and Leigh
Anne Cecchetto
helped youngsters
make paper and
seed cups in the
craft room.
Several hundred Sudburians
visited the event.
(right) Our guest speaker,
Erin Lowe, presented
“Sprouting and
Microgreens”
(below) Barbara Smatlanek
and Judy Mulligan at the
‘Book Sale’

(below)The
The community gardens
(Foodshed Project) were
well-represented.
well

Surviving Winter - Who Knew?
If you are not a fan of cuteness, or wildlife in
general, you need not read further. For the rest of
us, this is a tale of survival at -10 C, and often
much colder than that!
While making breakfast, my eyes caught some
movement in the back yard, which is not a
common occurrence in January with the usual
two feet of snow. This year, however, the warm
spell has melted much of the white, fluffy stuff
and has perhaps encouraged my little ‘Hoppy’ to
leave his den in hopes of finding some
nourishment.
The movement was indeed the ‘hare’ that has
taken up residence at 208 Second Avenue. I
watched as he (but no idea if it is male or female)
stretched up on his hind legs to chew a small
branch off the cedar hedge. He sat and proceeded
to chew the green cedar with relish. Who knew?
Someone (not a reliable source) informed me
that humans can also eat cedar :-{ or steep it to
make tea. After all, the tiny blue berries of the
juniper shrub are used in the production of an
‘edible’ product called gin. I think I will pass, but
it’s good to know in case one is lost in the bush.
Getting back to Hoppy, after indulging on cedar,
he hopped over to the dried oregano branches
and feasted yet again. The squirrels do scurry
about finding the seeds that are so generously
supplied by humans, as do the blue jays; but I had
no idea how these rabbits survived the winter
(without lettuce and carrots… at least that is what
they eat in story books).
Well, I am so glad that I chose not to strip my
garden of dried plants and seeds in the fall… I
would have missed those special moments
watching the hare munching herbs and soaking up
the sun on a cold winter day, not to mention
helping him survive until spring.
Hermina

EGGSactly !
1. Brown eggs are not healthier for us to eat.
The colour of the chicken determines the colour
of the egg, and has naught to do with nutrition.
2. To hard-boil eggs, boil for one minute, cover,
turn off the stove. After ten minutes, rinse in cold
water…voila, the perfect egg. (Thanks Uta)
3. Did I boil this egg? A boiled egg will spin, a raw
egg will not.
4. A goose egg has an extra thick shell and is
equivalent to about four chicken eggs… bon
appetit!
5. Want fresher eggs? Visit a local farmer or
market.
6. The Ukrainian art of
painting these beautiful
eggs is called Pysanka.

