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The April
Pot Luck
...the food
is always
soooo
good !!!
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The Orchid Gardens
of Soroa Cuba
Cuba’s westernmost province called Pinar
del Río is home to the magnificent orchid
gardens in Soroa. This lovely countryside
region is seventy kilometres west of
Havana and offers a beautiful twenty two
metre waterfall and stunning little
mountains called “mogotes” because of
their round tops.

Claire Liinamaa
We have lost a true friend, a mentor, a great resource
person, and a very devoted Sudbury Horticultural
Society member. Claire Liinamaa had been in ill health
for quite some time. She passed away on April 14.

Soroa is named after two Spanish brothers,
Lorenzo and Antonio Soroa Muñagorri
who arrived in Cuba in 1856 with the hope
of making a fortune as coffee producers.
The Orchid Garden, “Orquideario de
Soroa” in Spanish, features hundreds of
varieties of orchids. It covers an area of
35,000 square metres and has more than
20,000 orchid plants. It also has thousands
of ferns and trees that make it a truly
unique destination in the world located in
the Sierra del Rosario, a world biosphere
reserve.
The first orchids arrived in Soroa in 1948.
They were imported by the founder of the
Soroa Cuba Orchid Garden, Tomás Felipe
Camacho.
The region is also the natural habitat of one
of the smallest frogs in the world, in
addition to 80 species of birds, many of
which are endemic to Cuba.

Claire was truly an inspiration to us all. And through all
her difficulties, health issues, mobility issues, hearing
loss, and the loss of her eyesight, Claire did not
complain.
She was “always there” for all of us – new members
and seasoned members alike. She was always so
eager to assist and to share her knowledge and
expertise.
Claire devoted MANY years to the Sudbury
Horticultural Society. She served many terms as SHS
President, as Secretary, as SHS Newsletter Editor, as
SHS Yearbook Editor, and as District 13 Director and
Editor of the OHA Annual Report.
In the 80s, Claire wrote a regular plant- and gardeningrelated column for the Sudbury Star. She was an
African violet specialist, and offered a number of
workshops on the subject.
For many years, until her eyesight no longer permitted
her to do so, she was an OHA Certified Judge.
In 1993, Claire was the recipient of District 13
Appreciation Award. At the 2002 OHA Convention in
Sault Ste. Marie, Claire was presented with the
prestigious Ontario Horticultural Association Award of
Merit. She was also awarded a lifetime membership in
the Sudbury Horticultural Society.

The Chocolate orchid (photo by
Hermina) is said to smell like chocolate.

We will forever remember her smile and cheerful
disposition.
Heaven’s gardens have gained an expert gardener.

Mark Your Calendar !
May 14 - John Street Park Clean-up
May 28 - Potting Perennials at Corona’s
May 30 - Presentation at Howard Johnson
Hotel, 7:00 pm, sponsored by the
Sudbury Master Gardeners
May 31 - Gardening Festival at Parkside
- Plant sale on Durham Street
- Spring Flower Show
June 11 - Planting at John Street Park

Spring Flower Show
Entering the Spring Flower Show ? Bring your entries to
the Parkside Centre either Friday, May 30 between 4:00
and 5:30 pm...or Saturday morning, between 8:00 and
9:30 am. (There is an elevator from the parking level)
Parking is free on Saturday and reduced on Friday for
seniors. (Tell them that you are a senior when you exit
the parking lot below the YMCA building).
Entries can be taken home at 4:00 pm.
NB...Please disregard the “Market Square” location and
incorrect date in the yearbook (another ooops !).

Free Space for Gardening
Mr. Arbuckle is offering his
garden, should anyone wish to
do any gardening but does not
have their own land or space.
He will not be able to work it
this year. Give him a call if
interested... 705-674-0476.

Speaker Dan Cooper
Dan Cooper is a Master Gardener and the co-author of Gardening from a
Hammock, a book on low-maintenance gardening that features the gardens
and advice of 17 well-known garden experts, landscapers and designers.
Dan is a landscape designer who specializes in shade gardens and organic
gardening. He is the owner of Green Gardens and Tours, a company that
provides garden design, advice and tours to exotic gardens.
An avid world traveller, Dan is a published travel writer and photographer
who has visited, written about and photographed gardens in North and South
America, Southeast Asia, Australasia, China and India.
Dan's photos have appeared in the Toronto Star, on the websites of the
Lonely Planet, Smithsonian, Trip Advisor, Flight Centre, Delta Vacations,
Hotwire, Taca Airlines, International Living, Westjet airline, and 50Plus, in
Reader's Digest, in "Transitions Abroad" and "Endless Vacation" magazines,
and in travel brochures and travel agency websites around the world.

The Huglis are into Pots!
We divided some of our unusual
daylilies and hostas. Also some
seedlings of other perennials and
some Jerusalem Artichokes. I
water and fertilize with 10-10-10
from now until the sale. Please
start potting up your plants too

Dan is a member of the Garden Writers Association and his articles have
appeared on the 50Plus magazine and website, in the travel magazine
"Transitions Abroad", in "Trellis" the Toronto Botanical Garden's magazine,
Ontario Gardener, Canadian Organic Grower, and in Australia's national
newspaper "The Australian."
His photos can be viewed at www.istockphoto.com/coopermoisse and his
travel blog can be seen at www.moissecooper.blogspot.com .
Information about Gardening from a Hammock can be seen at
www.gardeningfromahammock.com where you can also order copies of the
book online.
Contact information for garden or travel talks: Dan Cooper, Master Gardener
905 331-2940 greengardens@bell.net

Linda

