“The Newsletter”
October 2010

Rudbeckia hirta
( Black-eyed Susan )

Editor: Hermina Hubert
Phone: 692-1442
herminahubert@yahoo.com.

Membership: Claire Liinamaa
Phone: 524-0670
claire_nl@sympatico.ca

Visit our web site: www.
sudburyhorticulturalsociety.ca

Dedicated to
the beautification
of the Sudbury region
and the preservation
of our environment

“Stone-faced Garden Art”
-photos by Hermina

Page 2

WHY DIDN'T MY PEONIES BLOOM ?
A CANADIAN PEONY SOCIETY CHECKLIST

Reason

Solution

Planted too deep ............................
.
Too young, or moved and divided
too often ...................................
Large clumps transplanted without
proper division .........................
Undernourished .............................

- If the eyes are more than 2" underground,
lift & replant.
- Keep plant in same spot for 5 yrs. before
moving.

Over-fertilized ...............................
Too much shade ............................
Not enough moisture .....................
Root competition from
neighbouring trees or shrubs ....
Buds develop but fail to open .......
Root system undermined by
gophers or moles ......................

- Divide (3-5 eyes per division) and replant.
- Buds form but don't develop. Top dress with compost, avoiding the
crown.
- Plants have deep green foliage but form no buds. Water thoroughly
to wash away excess nitrogen and cut back on fertilizing.
- Plants are tall and lanky; replant in full sun or part shade.
- Water to bottom of roots.
- Replant outside neighbour's root zone.
- These may be damaged by late frost, disease, drought or being
waterlogged.
- Put in a wire mesh barrier around the bed.
Source: Canadian Peony Society, www.peony.ca

Volunteers Needed
Hello and Happy October! Eat Local Sudbury is
putting the call out for volunteers! Eat Local is a
non-profit organization dedicated to providing
Sudburians access to safe, healthy, locally-grown
and/or produced food. We have a store located at
176 Larch, and a booth at the Farmers’ Market on
weekends. Volunteers here are very involved; they
are active committee members, delivery drivers,
storekeepers, translators, odd job Jack and Jills and
much more. If you think this might be something in
which you could be interested, you can contact us at
eatlocalsudbury@gmail.com or 521-6717. For more
information about Eat Local in general, please visit
our website at www.eatlocalsudbury.com .

Riddle of the Month .....“What Plant am I ?”
Last month’s clue: I was used as a tea substitute after the Boston Tea Party in 1773.
Answer: Bee Balm
The next clue: I am often grouped with nuts, but I am actually related to beans.
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Great Gardening Books Available at the Greater Sudbury Public Library
For each of the past six years, our Sudbury Horticultural Society has been donating a number of
garden-related books to the Greater Sudbury Public Library. The intention is to encourage present and future
gardeners in the Greater Sudbury area to learn as much as they can about gardening as easily as possible.
Thanks to the efforts of Society members Linda and Wayne Hugli, their carefully considered selections are
available to all Sudburians. Every month you can read a new book review which hopefully will tantalize many
to head to the library as gardening season winds down. Happy armchair gardening this winter !
- Jessie MacIsaac

Book Review #1 - by Ashley....
Stone Landscaping - by Better Homes and Gardens
This inspirational how-to guide is laid out in true Better Homes and Gardens style. Detailed and
descriptive, gardeners may decide that this is the year their backyard will gain a gravel pathway, a free-standing
wall, a rock garden, or even a stone ruin.
Whether you are thinking of attempting the work yourself or hiring a contractor, this guide helps to
demystify the age-old tradition of working with stone. Learn how to prepare a site before a project begins,
choose the proper materials, perform cost estimates, and select companion plants to emphasize your hard work.
Gardeners who are brave enough to build stone landscaping will also discover a chapter with step-by-step
instructions on how to install various types of stone structures.
Gorgeous and glossy, this handbook may be just what you need to try something new in the garden.

WEB SITE
of the
MONTH

After hearing Sue Fleming’s presentation
on “Gardening on the Rocks”,
I investigated some of the plants on the internet.
The Lewisia cotyledon was most interesting.
The site I used,
www.wildgingerfarm.com/lewisia
has many rock garden possibilities...Alpines,
Arid, Succulents, Woodland, and Trough plants
with hundreds of varieties in each. There are
examples of mat-forming, mounding, running,
sun or shade-loving, etc. The photos are
wonderful. There is a section on frequently
asked questions and how to purchase these little
treasures.
I was in heaven as I have removed, a
section at a time, all the lawn in the front yard
and have replaced it with ROCKS. The spaces
between are home to the usual Spanish Moss
and Wooly Thyme. Now I have other selections
of low-growing greenery.
Hermina

105 Best-kept Gardening Secrets !
A District booklet is in the works, featuring garden
centres, tips, recipes, and little-known facts about our
District 13. Due to our size, it is a challenge for our
District Director, Suzanne, to unite the societies. We
are creating this booklet partly as a District fund raiser
and partly to get to know one another better.
Do you have any information...little-know facts,
stories, recipes, that you could contribute ? Please
send them to Hermina at herminahubert@yahoo.com
or call 692-1442.

Floral Design Demonstration
Sunday, Nov,14
Once again we will be treated to a Floral Design
domo by one of Lougheeds capable florists. This is
offered free of charge at Lougheeds Eyre St.
location. You can enjoy coffee and treats while
enjoying the company of friends, learning some new
design tips, and browsing through the store.
Please reserve your seat...call Claire...524-0670.

Hurricane Gardening
by Richard Toivonen
Having just returned from an anniversary vacation to Antigua, and
experiencing hurricanes Earl, Fiona and Gaston, I realized gardening in
paradise has its own set of problems.
Fortunately there was ample warning for the staff to make the
preparations necessary to weather the storm. There are three problems in
a hurricane, wind, rain and storm surge. To prepare for the wind, all the
garden urns and garden statuary were removed from their pedestals and
lain down, as in the picture on the right. You can also notice the plastic
pool furniture has been pushed into the pool, to avoid it blowing about
and causing further damage.
Lower building entrances were sandbagged as were low lying flower
beds. In spite of this precaution the storm surge still flooded the beach
with seaweed, and got past some of the sandbags to flood buildings and
flower beds. Many of the plants were dead from the salt a few days after, but amazingly, other plants and shrubs in the same
bed would seem unharmed.
The sail boats in the picture on the left showing the seaweed, belong on the
other side of the fence where the Carribean is still boiling as this picture was
snapped.
Already, the staff have re-erected the palappa in the background.
Other safeguards before the storm included tying down a 15 foot wide
chandelier in the open entranceway, removing the glass shades from the
patio lamps around the property, moving all the patio and balcony furniture
into the rooms, supplying each of the rooms with extra towels, flashlight and
fully stocked bar. I suppose the thinking here was, give the guests enough to
drink and they won’t care about the hurricane.
Earl waged his furry all night, and on the following day I took the remaining
two pictures. As might be expected, there were limbs and branches all over
the property, and flooding in low lying areas. Shrubs and trees which were
loaded with blooms the day before were denuded of flowers.
But, the biggest surprise was finding fully mature shrubs and trees uprooted
and lying on the ground. The truly tropical rain downpours super-saturated
the soil, such that the root system was insufficient to hold the plants upright,
as seen in the picture on
the right, and the rain
drenched foliage made the
plants top-heavy to the
point where they just
keeled over. This was the
easiest damage to repair,
in that the plants were
hoisted upright, placed back in their holes, added soil being stomped down
and new stakes being inserted to tie them down.
Depending on who one spoke to, Earl was a category 2 when it hit us, or it
only brushed us. Regardless, we had to rough it with no TV and frequent
brown outs and black outs. Fiona and Gaston simply gave us a lot of rain.
Earl’s fury was mostly in the night. When I went to bed, the wind was from
the east, and when I opened the drapes in the morning, we were on the other side of the hurricaine and the wind was from the
west. I slept through the entire thing.
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Dates to Remember
Oct. 5 - Executive Meeting at Red Oak
Villa, 7:00 pm
Oct. 30 - Advisory Council Meeting
in Blind River
Oct. 31 - Harvest Show & General
Meeting

and General Meeting

Sunday, October 31

Nov. 2 - Executive Meeting at Red Oak
Nov.5-14 - Royal Agricultural Fair in
Toronto

at CNIB
Enjoy creepy coffee & drooly desserts
from 1:15 pm
and view the enchanting entries
Guest Speakers at 2:00 pm
“Stuart & Steve McCall”
Bring entries between 11:30 am & 12:30
at which time judging will take place.
Door Prizes - 50/50 draw
New Selection of Magazines and White
Elephant Table items
--- Prize for best costume ---

In their greenhouse

A glorious crop at McGrow’s Farms & Gardens

Nov.7 - Daylight Saving Time Ends
Nov. 28 - Christmas Show

Introducing the Guest Speakers
Stuart McCall and his brother Steve are the
proprietors of McGrow's Farms and Gardens which
is located at 360 Goodwill Drive in Garson. Stuart will
be speaking about greenhouse construction and
organic vegetable production at the Society meeting
on October 31st.
Stuart and Steve currently offer
seasonal, fresh-picked, locally-grown
organic vegetables. In addition they
also produce bedding plants and a
few perennials for sale to the general
public and local landscapers. The
farm was started in 1999, when the
first greenhouse was constructed and
was expanded in 2006 with a second
greenhouse. Vegetable production is
now extending into the field.
Stuart is a retired chemical engineer
and his brother is a retired horticulturist. They have
prepared an interesting slide show presentation and
look forward to meeting members of the Society.

Photography Classes for Competition at Convention 2011 - Start Now !
Both Lisa Robinson and Richard Toivonen won ribbons in Photography last year !
Class:1. “First Up” (the first flower[s] up in the spring)
Class 2. “A Place for my Tools” (garden shed, don’t forget the horticultural element)
Class 3. “Let the Sun Shine In” (depict the play of shadows and sunlight in the garden)
Class 4. “That is Odd” (an unexpected combination of plants)
Class 5. “Yellow Fellow” (any yellow flower [s]).
Class 6. “Anyone recognize this?” (Any unusual plant)
Class 7. “Up close and personal” (close up of any leaf or flower)
Class 8. “Room to Grow” (a garden view)
Class 9. “Mary had a Little Lamb” (person/people and animal[s] together in the outdoors)
Class 10. “Uninvited Guest” (weed or wildflower)
Class 11. “Old and New-working together in the garden” (intergenerational photo)
Class 12. “All by Myself” (a tree or shrub alone)
Class 13. “Just Hanging Around” (hanging basket[s])
Class 14. “Friends in my Garden” (bug[s] on a plant)
Print Size: MAXIMUM 5” X 7” MATTED (but NOT mounted nor framed) MATTED SIZE NOT TO
EXCEED 5” X 7” - These tiny mats can be found at “Dollar Stores”.
Prints to be in colour, unless otherwise stated. Please check the complete page of rules on the web site...
www.gardenontario.org

The Honeycrisp Apples Are Here at Azilda Botanix !
* It’s sweetness, tartness, and firmness make
it an ideal apple to eat raw.
* The Honeycrisp also retains its pigment well,
and boasts a relatively long shelf life when
stored in cool, dry conditions.
* The Honeycrisp apple is the state fruit of
Minnesota.
* Very popular...one taste and you will be a fan.

Botanix Azilda
Greenhouses
300 Carriere Street, Azilda, ON
705-983-5252
Quality Growers of Annuals, Perennials, Vines, Trees, and Shrubs
www.azildagreenhouses.com
Open April 1st to December 24th ...Always closed Sundays
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Grow Light & Plant Stand for Sale

Gardening With Pre-schoolers
Patricia Dixon-Van Mierlo (Early Learning
Kindergarten Program Consultant for Rainbow
District School Board) is seeking support from the
Horticultural Society in the development of a
community garden at a school in New Sudbury.
She has been given an area at Churchill Public
School to plant a garden with the children in the
Early Learning Program. The children are 4 and 5
years old. She would like to plant vegetables in the
spring and hopefully some bulbs this fall. Patricia
would like to create the garden in the upcoming
weeks, hopefully sooner than later.
Linda and I will be providing some advice and
guidance for Patricia but we are hoping that a few of
our enthusiastic Society members will offer to help
to get the project started and/or work with the
students in the spring.
If you would like to be a part of this interesting
initiative please contact Wayne by phone at 6932476 or by email at whugli@hotmail.com

“Winter is an etching, spring a
watercolour, summer an oil painting and
autumn a mosaic of them all.”
- Stanley Horowitz

- approximately 6' x 4'
- three shelves
- working lights and timer
- contact Marg Munt at 560-3844
- free for the taking...but a donation

Dealing With Early Frost
Frost is a great leveller. The tomatoes that
took their time ripening, turn black. The abundant
zucchini become mush. However, most times it's
going to involve some sort of sheltering. Covering
plants with layers of newspapers, cardboard or even
old sheets and blankets will work. There are also
commercially available floating row covers and frost
blankets. The disadvantages... none of these look very
good when draped all over the garden Also, you must
remove these during the day, and if it should rain,
everything gets soaked.
Consider building easy shelters or tent-like
structures around individual frost-tender plants.
Simply pound a few stakes around plants. Even a
single stake can sometimes be used. Then you can
staple or drape a sheet, cardboard, plastic tarps or any
other lightweight material over the frame, leaving
some space at the bottom for air. No need to remove
it on an almost daily basis.
If you don't have time to create a frame, lay
the protective cover directly onto the plant. At least
this will help slow the loss of heat rising from the
foliage and the ground. Try to cover up before dusk!
By the time it gets dark, much of the stored heat in
the garden has already been lost. Remove the covers
in the morning once the frost has thawed. This will
allow light and fresh air back in, and prevent
overheating by the sun.
Keith Muraoka
(reprinted with permission)
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PLACE YOUR ORDER FOR A COPY OF THE
2011 HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY CALENDAR
- $10.00 This year's calendar will feature photos submitted by members of the Society and all important
horticultural events which are planned for 2011.
In 2011, our Society will celebrate 100 years of gardening in Greater Sudbury.
All of the special events planned for our centennial celebration will be featured in this
special edition of our calendar, as well as interesting facts about our Society's history.

Calendars must be purchased in advance before the end of October.
You can place your order at our SHS meeting on October 31st or purchase one by mailing your
$10.00 payment to:
Sudbury Horticultural Society
c/o Wayne Hugli (Treasurer)
181 Garson-Coniston Road
Garson, ON P3L 1G3
_____________________________________________________________________________

Ask the
Master

Reminder

Gardeners
Question: Can you please tell me what to do
with my calla lilies ? Do I have to dig the bulb
out before the winter ?
Thanks, Kelly
Answer: Yes, Kelly, you will have to lift your
Calla tubers. After the foliage has withered
away, dig them up and store them in a cool dry
location until spring. They can be divided
before storage as long as the cut portions are
allowed to dry. Doing so will prevent the open
wounds from rotting. Store the tubers in an
open bag or container in either perlite, peat
moss, or vermiculite. When all danger of frost
has passed, the tubers can be replanted, and
should be fertilized using a 5-10-10 or 5-10-5
fertilizer.
Linda Hugli

Keep your membership
card with you during all the events
we have planned for you next year...
it may offer discounts and special
privileges.
You may renew your membership now
for next year, to avoid the January
rush. (Good until January 2012)

Southview Greenhouse Growers
BEDDING PLANTS - GERANIUMS - PERENNIALS
TREES - SHRUBS - FALL MUMS

Joe Reid
2500 Southview Drive
Sudbury, ON. P3E 4M9

Tel: (705) 522-4769
Fax: (705) 522-0205

