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Websites to Peruse
While Waiting for Spring
Cherry blossoms in the Brooklyn
Botanic Gardens, NY (26 species, very
informative) … and also in the Yoyogi
Park, Tokyo, Japan.
https://www.bbg.org/collections/cherr
y_stages
https://matcha-jp.com/en/6010

Book Review – by Laura
“Around the World in 80 Trees” by Jonathon Drore utilizes
modern plant science and cultural influences to explain how
trees play a major role in our daily lives. We have 60,000
distinct species in our world. You will discover how trees have
adapted to pollution, water resistance for rot, and attracted
certain pollinators.
Every illustrated tree species by Lucille Clerc shows the leaves,
fruit, and tree usage, and also some strange human practices
for specific trees.

What Plants to use
Instead of Toilet Paper
(just in case)
https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/g
arden-how-to/info/using-plants-fortoilet-paper.htm?goal=0_a3b6094552b44aaa0402-217423841

Festival Facebook Page
With the planning for the Sudbury
Gardening Festival temporarily on
hold, visit:
www.facebook.com/sudburygarden
ingfestival
sharing links to great gardening
sites on the web.

A few interesting facts about some of these trees I will share
with you. The strawberry tree in Ireland has berries
fermented to make liquor. The rowan tree berries excrete a
preservative used in the food industry. The silver birch has
folktales written by northern people to entertain. Elm tree
fungus infection is explained. We discover how the willow is
used to make everyday useful items, and how the boxwood
tree is used for musical instruments. The cork tree regenerates
its bark to make wine stoppers and other cork items. Even
chestnut tree seeds are used for an entertaining childhood
game. An amusing fact about the Morrocan argan tree is how
nimble goats climb its branches to attain its fruit.
The historical significance of some ancient trees in language,
commerce, medicine, and religious practices is quite
surprising. For example, the olive tree has been cultivated for
5 millennia for food, medicine, oil, and religious purposes. The
Chinese laquer tree’s sap was not just used to coat jewelry,
boxes, and other articles, but also used in a macabre practice
by Japanese monks. The African kopok tree’s fibre was stuffed
into World War II life jackets, and used to absorb accidental oil
spills. The monkey puzzle tree from Chile has outlasted the
dinosaurs…Its seeds are sought after
because they are protein rich.
The author provides a list of book sources
about tree species. May you enjoy the
entertaining tales, available at your
local library in the coming months.

PLANNING FOR THE SUDBURY GARDENING FESTIVAL HAS BEEN PUT ON HOLD!
With the temporary closure of the YMCA Centre for Life and
Parkside Centre, as well as the social distancing policies that are
currently in place, a decision was made to put all planning for the
Festival on hold until conditions begin to return to normal.
Since May 30th is still more than two months away, it is difficult for
us to know what will be happening by then.
Your Society Board of Directors will be discussing this situation
further in early May and making a decision as to whether or not the
event can go ahead as planned. If the COVID-19 situation has not
improved enough by the end of May to allow for social gathering,
we will consider possible options for salvaging all (or some parts) of the event at a later date this summer.
We know how much gardeners, vendors, exhibitors, and speakers look forward to participating in this
event to kick-off the gardening season each year. When we held our first Sudbury Gardening Festival in
2011, it was intended to be a celebration of the Society's 100th anniversary, but the event was so
popular, a decision was made to hold it annually. Attendance continues to grow each year and we hope
to be able to continue the celebration into the future.
Stay well and continue to make plans for the upcoming gardening season. Things will feel a lot more
hopeful when we are able to go outside into our yards and enjoy working in our gardens.
We will update you on our plans for this summer as they are firmed up.
Wayne Hugli
Sudbury Gardening Festival Coordinator

OUR HISTORY AT JOHN STREET PARK
In 1986, residents living near John Street in Sudbury approached the Sudbury
Horticultural Society about working with the city to develop a vacant lot on that
street and create a park that the whole community could enjoy.
Under the leadership of Claire Liinamaa, Shirley Makela, and Ian Munt, the Society
worked with Master Gardener Tony Urbanski to create a plan for the property.
The city allocated funding for the improvement of drainage on the site and for the
addition of any topsoil that was needed.
In 1987 cleanup, landscaping, and garden creation began. Broken glass and garbage
were removed, scrub brush was cut back, and existing groundcover was removed. An interlock walkway was
created and students were hired to lay sod. Rock gardens and flower beds were created using plants donated
by Society members, and others that had been removed from the Laurentian University property during
construction of their new library addition.
In 1988, the Society and the City signed an agreement concerning the ongoing planting and maintenance of
the park. The Society assumed responsibility for the cultivation, planting, weeding, fertilizing and cleanup in
partnership with the City’s Parks and Recreation Department. A commemorative plaque was installed to
recognize the contribution of the Society, and a park bench was added in memory of Erik Hansen in
recognition of his work.
In 1995, the Society was awarded the first of two Community Enhancement Awards for its efforts in creating
the park. The second award was presented to the Society in 2003.
In 2004 two large concrete planters were designed by Carol Skanes and
constructed near the corner of John and Paris Streets to add space for more
plantings each year. Weedman in Lively was contracted to do that work.
In 2005, the City of Greater Sudbury provided water access for the
property and Irrigation North was contracted to install and maintain an
irrigation system. In that year, the City initiated an ADOPT A SPOT
program and the Society renewed its commitment to it’s responsibilities at
the park. That commitment is renewed annually.
Over the years, a large hypertufa planter was created and donated to the
park by Enzo Floreani, an obus was created in memory of Art Liinimaa, a
concrete bench was added in memory of Claire Liinamaa, and a new
rock garden was developed in memory of Ian Munt. In 2009 a new
shade garden was developed under a small grove of pin cherry trees in
memory of Hermine Calyn, and a new concrete bench was added in
memory of Erik Hansen.
During the Society’s celebration of it’s 100th anniversary in 2011, allium
bulbs and a commemorative tree were planted, and Nutrilawn began
providing free fertilizing and eco-friendly weed control for the property.
When the existing concrete walkway needed replacement in 2015, a new one
was installed by Major Stoneworks and Brown’s Concrete. A grant from the
Mary Bernardi Trust Fund helped to cover the cost of this expensive
addition to the park. The City also installed new park benches at our
request.

Throughout all of these years, dedicated volunteers from the Sudbury Horticultural Society have gathered in
the park to do a spring and fall clean-up, to plant annuals, shrubs, and perennials, and to weed and maintain
the many beautiful gardens on the site throughout the summer season.
Both the City of Greater Sudbury and your Society are very proud of this partnership. Out-of-town visitors to
the city are often invited to visit the park to view the results of the regreening work that has been done by our
volunteers.
Wayne Hugli

We invite you and your friends to join us this
summer as we gather to fulfill our annual commitment to John Street Park.
Work bees are usually held on Wednesday mornings
SPRING CLEAN-UP - SPRING PLANTING
WEEDING - TRIMMING - FALL CLEAN-UP
----------------------------------------------------------------Watch the SHS newsletters and Facebook
Group for specific dates and times of
work bees!

GARDENING HAS NOT BEEN CANCELLED!
- Stay in touch with fellow gardeners by checking the Society’s Facebook Page
- Start some seeds in the kitchen, or sprout some greens!
- Get your pots and soil ready… May is just around the corner!
( Two frolicking robins spotted in Lively on March 28! )

While in ‘solitary confinement’, make a
list of all the things you have taken for
granted, and will be overjoyed to have,
or do when this is all over. Now make
another list of things you have been
putting off, and try to get them done.
Good Luck…Stay Home…Be Safe!

