September 2015

Diane Chapman took this photo of her backyard flower bed...phlox was too shy during the OGW.
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DISTRICT 13
FALL
SOCIAL
As a thank-you to District 13
Society members, Suzanne Hanna (Past District 13 Director
and OHA President) has proposed a DISTRICT 13 FUN FALL
SOCIAL.

All Hort members are welcome to join in the fun

Saturday, September 26
at the

FOUR SEASONS WATERFRONT COMPLEX
40 Garnier Rd. Spanish, ON
Guest Speaker:
James Graham, Education and Motivational Speaker

Catered lunch: $5.00 (at the door)
Loonie Auction: 14 items to bid on, one donated from each
Society ...value $25.00 to $100.00

Please contact Theresa at
secretary@sudburyhorticulturalsociety.ca
if you will be attending ... Deadline Sept. 12th...
or if you would like more information.

Awards from the OHA
Our newsletter was awarded second prize in
the OHA publication category at the OHA
convention this year. Our yearbook also took
second prize, and our Gardening Festival
brochure placed third.

Ruby Indigo Tomato
Some of you expressed an interest in my
tomatoes at the August Show. They are called
Ruby Indigo. They are almost black at the top
and green underneath, until they ripen, Then
the underside turns a salmon colour. I will save
some of the seeds to share in late winter, in
time for you to start your plants indoors.
The y w e r e not
worthy of a prize,
because they were
splitting near the
stem and were a bit
oversized for the
cherry class. But I
thought I would
show them anyway.

- Hermina

Photos on Our Website
Images of the gardens featured on the Open
Garden Weekend in July can now be viewed on
the web at
s udburyg ardening fes tival.ca/2015
_-_Open_Garden_Weekend.php
Our thanks to Lisa Robinson for the great photo
collection.

Sudbury
Master
Gardeners
answering all your gardening questions!
www.SudburyMasterGardeners.ca

SHS and OHA PHOTOGRAPHY
COMPETITIONS
Eight-year old Bianca proudly displays one of the two
first-place ribbons she
earned in the age 6-11
class in the photography
competition of the 2015
Ontario Horticultural
Association Convention,
held this past July. She
also received a $20
cheque ("a paper for
twenty dollars").
Though we no longer have a youth group, youth
sponsored by a Society member are invited to enter
the youth competitions…that includes a Society
member's child, grandchild, niece, nephew, friend,
neighbour, even if just visiting when the August Flower
and Vegetable Show is on. All that is required is that a
Society member purchase a membership card for the
nominal annual fee of $1.00, and the youth will be
given a membership card marked "Junior." Junior
members may enter all Youth competitions at the
Society level and at the OHA level.
OHA competitions are open to all members of the 282
Societies which make up the 19 Districts of the
Ontario Horticultural Association. 2016 OHA photo
competition classes are presently listed on their
website at www.gardenontario.org
Please note that some OHA photo competition rules
differ from our rules (e.g.”photo is to be mounted”).
Please also note that OHA entry deadline is MAY 1st.
So, why not look over the class titles, start taking
photos now, and be ready to enter the 2016
competition. Enclosing a stamped, self-addressed
return envelope with your entries ensures the return
of your photos.
Winners of all OHA competitions - art, creative writing,
floral design, horticultural, photo, publications, web,
and youth - are always listed in the fall edition of
OHA's quarterly newsletter Trillium available on OHA's
website.
Theresa Cullum
Bianca's great-grandmother

Floral Design Workshop
"Autumn Expressions"
Presented by the Floral Design Committee of
the Sudbury Horticultural Society

Saturday, October 17, 2015
at Parkside Centre, Durham Street

There will be informative demonstrations along
with hands-on creations of two floral
arrangements that participants will make and
take home.
All materials are included in the $40 fee.
A maximum of twenty participants can be
accommodated...reserve your place now.
Refreshments will be provided at registration
and coffee breaks. You are asked to bring a
brown-bag lunch. Dessert will be provided.

To Register:
Contact Christine Osmond at
christine_osmond@yahoo.com or
phone705-855-2566.

50,000 DAHLIAS BLOOM INTO A SELF-PORTRAIT
On the 125th anniversary of Vincent van Gogh’s death, institutions
across the world are celebrating the Dutch artist’s legacy. An
amazing floral tableau depicting one of Vincent’s self-portraits was
erected on Amsterdam’s Museumplein, alongside the Van Gogh
Museum. Comprising no fewer than 50,000 dahlias, the
eight-by-eight-metre tableau was created by Bloemencorso Zundert.
The dahlias starring in the scene are from Vincent’s home town,
grown alongside the stream behind his parental house in Zundert,
Brabant. (Photo by Michel Porro/Getty Images)

Plants to Remember Madeleine
Egg Laying Chickens New
at McGrows Farms and Gardens
- Stuart McCall
At McGrows farm we have 46 Isa Brown
hens that produce 40-45 eggs per day. The Isa
Brown is a hybrid bird with the original species
being the Mount Isa chicken and the English Brown
chicken.
The Mount Isa is native to Australia and
originates near Mount Isa in the north eastern part
of the country. It has white plumage and lays brown
eggs. The English Brown came from southern
England and was transported on sailing ships along
with the convicts, banished to Australia. Many
English Brown hens were released. As you may
guess the two breeds hybridized to form the Isa
Brown hen.
These are beautiful birds with light tan outer
feathers and white under feathers. They have a
stunning bright red crown, cheeks, ears and jowls.
The birds are very friendly and love to be stroked.
We have a Cackelack to shelter them,
equipped with nesting boxes, feeders, waterers and
a heat lamp. The Cackelack is the Cadillac of
chicken tractors, as the coop can be moved around
on its wheels. The chickens also have a section of
the greenhouse to free range in. Come out for a
visit.

- Linda Hugli
Last year Madeleine Genier, a beloved SHS member and
director, passed away. Recently her son and daughter
invited us to dig up some of her favourites from her
lovely garden to be transplanted in our own gardens and
at John Street Park in her memory. On a balmy evening
in August a
team of
four Hort
Society
volunteers
lifted a
rhodo,
s o m e
weigelia, a
climbing
rose, a
cushion
spurge,
and several cranesbills. After potting them up, and doing
a little grooming of the remaining plants, we carried
them off to be planted in their new homes. They'll now
serve to remind us of Madeleine's friendship and
commitment to the SHS.

General Meeting
Sunday, September 27
at CNIB
with Guest Speaker: Chris Blomme “Back Yard Birds”
Coffee/tea will be ready at 1:15
Admission: non-members $2.00
White elephant table ...
50/50 draw ... Door prizes

Introducing the Guest Speaker
Chris Blomme is a member of the executive of the
Sudbury Ornithological Society established in 1978 by
people interested in birds.
He is a biologist at Laurentian University and writes for
Sudbury Living and Northern Life.
His topic will include how to attract birds to your yard,
feeders, and the varieties you may see. Chris is eager to
answer all of your questions, so come prepared.

Dates to Remember !
September 12 - Anderson Farm Fall
Fair, Lively
September 16 - John Street Park
clean- up
September 19 - Flower Show in
Spanish
September 26 - District Social in
Spanish
September 27 - General Meeting,
CNIB
October 17 - Floral Design Workshop
at Parkside
October 25 - General Meeting, CNIB

Judging of Gardens at Ukrainian Seniors Centre
Georgette Mitchell and Donna Dick judged ten balcony gardens at the Ukrainian Seniors Centre, and
presented ribbons to the winners. The participants were thrilled to have their efforts appreciated. The
first place winner received a society membership.
Georgette and Donna also viewed the raised beds, though they were not included in the competition.

Sudbury Horticultural Society Supports Greater Sudbury's Wild Berry Initiative
- Wayne Hugli
Following decades of landscape devastation from lumbering and mining, Greater Sudbury began an
internationally-recognized regreening program in 1978. Since then, nearly ten million trees have been planted
on the hillsides in an effort to restore the community's landscape. In recent years native shrubs have also been
added to increase the natural biodiversity of the landscape.
In 2014, the city's regreening advisory panel (VETAC) made a decision to begin bringing wild berry shrubs closer
to urban areas to provide citizens with an opportunity to harvest and consume berries which have been shown
to have nutraceutical properties. Dr. Stephen Monet, Manager of Environmental Planning Initiatives, approached
staff of the Parks Section at the City with this idea and they were very receptive. Permission to plant berry shrubs
in the more unmanaged parts of City parks will be the first step. The local First Nations communities, Ministry
of the Environment, Northern Ontario School of Medicine, Agriculture Canada, and the Sudbury and District
Health Unit have expressed an interest in partnering with the city on this initiative.
In support of this new environmental initiative, the Sudbury Horticultural Society has planted a large serviceberry
tree near the city's 'Bridge of Nations' in downtown Sudbury. Volunteers from the society have planted and
maintained a small garden in that area since 1988 and it was felt that this would be a great location for a
berry-producing tree. This hardy native tree (Amelanchier grandiflora 'Autumn Brilliance') will boast beautiful
white flowers in the spring and red-orange foliage in the fall, as well as producing edible berries in the late
summer.

In Memory of Steve McCall
Thanks to a grant from the Ontario Horticultural Association,
Sudbury Horticultural Society fundraising efforts, and the support
of Southview Greenhouse Growers, the Amelanchier grandiflora
was planted near John Street Park in memory of board member
Steve McCall, who passed away in 2014.
The site for the tree was “like concrete”... planting was
labour-intensive, and a lot of soil amendment was needed. The
tree presently stands approximately twelve feet or so, and will
grow to possibly twenty-five feet tall.
Pictured, are some of the board members that took a few
moments, before the board meeting, to view the tree , and to
remember Steve.
- Theresa Cullum

DOWNTOWN PUB AND RESTAURANT RECOGNITION
Sudbury Horticultural Society has taken note of the efforts made by Downtown Sudbury pubs and restaurants
to beautify their outdoor spaces through the addition of flowers and other plant material.
Society member Cynthia Barnes visited Downtown Sudbury on a regular basis throughout the spring and summer
and took photos of those beautification efforts. Those photos were recently shared with the members of the
SHS Board and five of those businesses were chosen for official recognition by the Society.
Director Colette Ilnitski created certificates which were framed and hand-delivered to those recipients by Cynthia
in late August. Businesses receiving special recognition were: Peddler's Pub (on Cedar Street), Laughing Buddha
(on Elgin Street), Alexandria's Restaurant and Lounge (on Shaughnessy Street), Pasta e Vino Ristorante (on Paris
Street), and The Coulson Nightclub (on Larch Street).
The inscription on the certificate reads:
THE SUDBURY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY RECOGNIZES EFFORTS AIMED AT
CREATING A GREENER, MORE CHEERFUL COMMUNITY. THIS INCLUDES THE
CREATION OF OUTDOOR FLOWER GARDENS AND USE OF FLOWERS AND PLANTS BY
RESTAURANTS, PUBS, AND COFFEE SHOPS THROUGHOUT DOWNTOWN SUDBURY.

Other establishments received letters of encouragement from the Society in the hope that they will continue
their efforts at downtown beautification in the future.
Those interested in learning more about the benefits of downtown beautification are invited to visit the
Landscape Ontario website and download a copy of 'Benefits of Planting Trees, Shrubs and Flowers' at
www.landscapeontario.com/attach/1236790554.Benefits_of_Plants.pdf

TELEVISION FOR GARDENERS
HortusTV—Television for Gardeners launches August 17 across Canada. The web channel is dedicated to bringing
the best gardening series from around the world to passionate gardeners.
The subscription video service will offer access to hundreds of quality garden series in an ever-growing library,
exclusive to HortusTV, streamed unlimited to your computer, tablet or mobile phone.
HortusTV truly is Television for Gardeners. Founded by a passionate gardener frustrated by our long Canadian
winters and the lack of gardening series available on television, HortusTV has the goal to entertain, inform and
inspire.
When you can’t get into the garden, you can get into HortusTV. Visit www.hortustv.com for a free trial.

