Gardening on the Rocks
August 2019

Our ‘Jewel in the Crown’ John Street Park, photographed by Lisa Robinson
Editor: Hermina Hubert
smathermi@gmail.com
(705) 692-1442
Membership: Linda Hugli
lhugli@hotmail.com
(705) 693-2476
Website: www.SudburyHorticulturalSociety.ca

Founded in 1911.
Dedicated to the
beautification
of the
Greater Sudbury Region
and the preservation
of our environment.

Junction Creek Update
Celebrating Front Yards!
Front yards aren’t just about lawns…they can grow
food; they can be pollinator gardens that sustain
bees and butterflies; they can be habitat for birds
and other creatures; they can inspire with their
beauty, quirkiness, or garden art; they can be a
neighbourhood gathering place.
Help us celebrate these special front yards with
our summer project. Do you know of such a
special garden? Tell us why it’s special, and let us
know the location …it might win a surprise garden
award!
Contact Coalition for a Liveable Sudbury
at clsudbury@live.com by August 16, 2019.
Much thanks, Naomi Grant
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Junior Members Welcome!
If you have young children, grandchildren, or
neighbours who might be interested in entering
our competition, we do have YOUTH classes in
the August and Christmas Shows. Joining our
Society is simple …It only costs $1 for a junior
membership (in order to have them covered by
OHA’s liability insurance policy) and they must be
sponsored by a paid, adult member of the Society.

This summer has been busy in Junction Creek.
Staff and volunteers have been working hard on
the ‘fish study’, removing invasive species,
providing interactive educational programs, and
cleaning up garbage along the creek.
The Junction Creek Stewardship Committee
facilitates clean-ups with community groups along
Junction Creek through the ‘Adopt-a-Spot’
program with the city of Greater Sudbury.
Interested in getting your group involved in a
creek clean-up in your area? Contact us at
restoration@junctioncreek.com or (705) 5258736
Other volunteer opportunities:
September 15 – Junction Creek Amazing RACE…a
fundraising event supporting a healthier waterway
and community, For more info, contact
info@junctioncreek.com or (705)-525-8736
TD Tree Day event will be held on Saturday,
October 5, from 9 am to 12 noon, near
Barrydowne and Fairburn roads. The committee
will be planting 150 native trees and shrubs along
Junction Creek to improve stream health and
Brook Trout habitat, while also mitigating flooding
and climate change.

If you have not received a SHS handbook, that
includes the rules and regulations of entering
competition, check our website for the complete
schedule and rules. Entry tags will be available at
Parkside the day of the show. Times for placing
their entries is on the following page. If you have
questions, please call Hermina at 705-692-1442.
Here are the classes for juniors for the up-coming
Flower & Vegetable Show, August 18:
“A Taste of Summer” - a floral design with

fruit(s) and/or vegetable(s) - a) ages 6 to 11
b) ages 12 to 16
A photograph of a bed or field of flowers

(4"x6") - a) ages 6 to 11
b) ages 12 to 16

Open Garden Weekend
Many thanks to the hosts of this year’s OGW.
Your time and effort are so very much
appreciated. Everyone was pleased with the
variety of gardens and the hospitality. Also a huge
thank you to the organizers of the event, without
whom the garden tour could not be offered.

General Meeting and
Flower and Vegetable Show
Sunday, August 18
at Parkside Centre
Guest Speaker: Clark Michlowski - “Vegetables and
Your Health”
Bring entries for the show between 10 and 11:30 am

Refreshments ready at 1:15 pm
Share the Wealth - Door Prizes - Books & Magazines
White Elephant Table (bring cash)

Introducing the Guest Speaker
Clark Michlowski has been gardening his whole life.
Beginning in his parents’ vegetable garden, he was often
found eating in the pea patch when he should have been
weeding. He graduated to his grandfather's farm for
summer labour, where the gardening was on a much
larger scale. After becoming interested in the effects of
diet on health, he obtained his undergraduate degree at
Laurentian and his chiropractic doctorate in Toronto.
Clark maintains a small vegetable garden at home which
is enjoyed immensely at the dinner table. He will be
speaking on vegetable gardening, vegetables in your diet,
and their effects on your health.
(photo: Clark weeding at John Street Park)

Floral Design Workshop
‘The Magic of Christmas’
At Parkside on Saturday, December 7th, a Floral Design
Workshop will be offered to Parkside members,
Sudbury Horticultural Society members and new
members. This will be the fifth time we offer a
workshop of this nature. The “hands-on” approach
workshop, with its delightful sights and scents of freshcut flowers, puts everyone in the mood for the
Christmas season.
The purpose of the workshop is to teach basic skills of
floral design, to give ideas to the experienced floral
designers, to encourage participants to enter flower
shows, and to attract new members to Parkside and to
the Sudbury Horticultural Society.
The full-day workshop costs $50. All supplies for two
beautiful Christmas arrangements will be provided, as
well as refreshments. Door prizes and additional
presentations will be included.
Registrations for this event will be accepted as of
Sunday, August 18th, at the Sudbury Horticultural
Society General Meeting & Flower and Vegetable
JOHN
STREET PARK IS LOOKING The p
Show,
at Parkside.

The Park is Looking GOOD !
Planting annuals at John Street Park in June added a
burst of colour. Thanks to those who came to
help…next work bee is Wednesday, August 14, in
the morning. Please come out for a few hours.

Tree Donation
Thanks to a generous donation made by Dr. Chris Nash in
memory of Aloma Johnson, our Society purchased two
autumn blaze maple trees (Acer Fremanii 'Jeffersonred') for
planting by the Minnow Lake Community Action Network at
the Morel Family Foundation Park. Master Gardener Linda
Hachez worked with volunteers (below) from that park to
plant the two trees in July to provide much-needed shade for
the children who enjoy spending time in the park. Tree guards
were donated from VETAC's Ugliest Schoolyard Contest to
protect those trees until they are established.
You can learn
more about
these hardy, fastgrowing trees at:

http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/Plantfinder/PlantFinderdetails.aspx?kempercode=c789

Your Attention Please!
1. You are welcome to bring oversized items for the white
elephant table (water hose, bench?) but know that if not
sold, you must take them home again! There is absolutely
NO ROOM to store these at Parkside.
2. Win a trip to the Netherlands – order your bright
orange, Liberation 75 Tulip (15 bulbs…$15) to honour the
Canadians who served during WWII. Of every bag of tulips
sold, one dollar goes to the Royal Canadian Legion. For
more information, and to see the tulip, visit
http://liberation75.ca/ (ASAP)
3. Findandia Retirement Home has requested a donation
of perennials including hostas. Anyone interested in
donating plants may call Program Coordinator Jenna de la
Morandiere at 524-3137, ext. 269.
4. Website to view the OHA newsletter Trillium:
https://gadenontario.org/2019-summer-trillium/

DATES TO REMEMBER !
August 7 – Campbell Society Flower
Show in Mindemoya
August 14 – Work Bee at John St Park
August 17 – St.Joseph Island Society
Flower & Vegetable Show (Hilton Beach
Community Hall…2:30 – 5:00)
August 18 – SHS Flower & Vegetable
Show at Parkside
September 14 – District 13 Social in
Spanish
September 15 – Junction Creek Amazing
Race fundraiser

SCHOOLYARD REGREENING PROJECTS – SEPTEMBER 2019
Each year, the Sudbury Horticultural Society and Master Gardeners partner with VETAC
(Greater Sudbury’s Regreening Advisory Panel) to support schoolyard regreening through the
“Ugliest Schoolyard Contest”. While the major focus of this regreening initiative is the addition
of trees to provide much needed shade for those who use those schoolyards, our Society also
works to provide additional greenery which creates a green space that can also be used as an
outdoor classroom. Each year our donated funds are used to purchase hardy shrubs and
perennials for the contest winning schools.
This year, we will be providing support for two schools as part of their projects. In both cases
the School Boards involved have decided to partner with VETAC to provide additional funding
and in-kind support which will ensure that the two schoolyards receive a major update.
LANSDOWNE PUBLIC SCHOOL
At Lansdowne Public School, a new running track will be
created and other outdoor recreational areas will be
added by the School Board this summer. VETAC will be
adding five large silver maple trees in raised planters
created with concrete stones to create a new green space
which can be used during recess breaks, and which will
also serve as an outdoor classroom for teachers and
students throughout the year.
In those raised planters, volunteers from our Society will work with students from the school to
plant bergamot, coneflowers, shasta daisies, rudbeckia, daylilies, hostas, and spireas. We will
plant one edible garden containing blueberries and strawberries, as well as a wildflower garden
containing lupins and columbine. We will also plant perennials and shrubs in a garden at the
front of the school building.
ECOLE ST. DENIS
At Ecole St. Denis, the School Board will be replacing all
remaining gravel in the schoolyard with sod, and
developing an area where a play structure will be added –
thanks to fundraising projects at the school. Two large
unhealthy trees will be replaced in a quiet area near the
school. VETAC will be adding four silver maple trees in
raised planters. One planter will be located in the area
designated for younger students, and the other three will
be clustered together to create an outdoor classroom.
Our volunteers will work with the student in September to add bergamot, coneflowers, shasta
daisies, rudbeckia, daylilies, hostas, and spirea to those raised planters. The planter for the
younger students will be filled with blueberries and strawberries to create an edible garden.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------------------------------------------

While most of the work is done by the students, volunteers from the Horticultural Society
and Master Gardeners work with them to teach gardening skills and techniques that will
help to ensure that these new plants will survive and thrive in the future.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

If you would like to join in this rewarding volunteer experience please contact
Wayne at whugli@hotmail.com or 705-561-1750 so that he can provide you with more
details about the planting plans for this year.
In the meantime, we suggest that you set aside time on your calendar during the
second week of September for these two projects.

Helping Transform the Ugliest Schoolyard
Ecole St. Denis and Lansdowne Public School have been chosen as the winners of VETAC's Ugliest
Schoolyard this year. In late August, large silver maple trees will be planted in large raised planters at
both schools to create a shaded area for student and teacher use throughout the school day and
community use outside of regular school hours. Peter Vanderkooy from Azilda Greenhouses will be
planting the trees at Lansdowne Public School, and Joe and Charlie Reid from Southview Greenhouse
Growers will do the planting at Ecole St. Denis.
To add more colour and green space to those schoolyards, our Hortcultural Society and the Sudbury
Master Gardeners have donated a total of $1000.00 to purchase hardy shrubs and
perennials. Attached to this message you will find photos of the many different plants that will be added
to those schoolyards by the students when they return to class in September.
Each year a dedicated group of volunteers works with the students during the second week of September
to supervise the planting that is done. Through hands-on involvement with the planting, the students
gain gardening skills and develop a more personal ownership for the green space that has been added to
the schoolyard.
I hope that you will consider joining us this year to help with these two projects. If you would like to be
a part of these projects, please set aside time during the week of September 9th to 13th. I am tentatively
scheduling planting at Ecole St. Denis (near Lily Creek) for Monday or Tuesday of that week and at
Lansdowne Public School (corner of Lansdowne Street & Frood Road) for Wednesday or Thursday. Once
the school principals return to work in late August I will firm up planting dates and times with them.
Please let me know which school(s) you would like to assist with their planting so that I can develop a
planting plan and keep you updated on the date and time when the work will be done.
Thank you to those who have helped in the past. I look forward to working with you again this fall.
Wayne Hugli

Book Review - by Laura Foreshew

Take Another Look !

Air plants are versatile little plants which require
basic cultivation, and are utilized for creative home
displays. Believe it or not, tillandsia or air plants
are seen as weeds in their country of origin. These
exotic plants come in many varieties and
availability as explained in this book, “Living with
Air Plants” by Yukiro Matsuda.

The Sudbury Horticultural Society Board of
Directors visited VALE in Copper Cliff to learn more
about their many environmental initiatives.
Environmental Engineer, Quentin Smith, provided
this interesting and educational tour of the tailings
reclamation project and the greenhouse, fish farm,
bee colony, and community gardens in Copper
Cliff.

The air plants have
been classified into
three main types: pot
shape, grass type,
and tank type.
Within the growth
cycle section of the
book is information
on the kinds of
blooms and how to
divide and propagate
the pups from the
plants.
The equipment for plant care and the handy
items for indoor display are explained. Bark chips
and pumice chips are essential items for the potted
air plants.
A section of the book is dedicated to creative
healthy habitats. Information is given on locating
air plants according to seasonal changes with light
and temperature. Regular maintenance is outlined
with ventilation, water and fertilizer needs.
Trimming the flowers at the appropriate time is
important to note.
The display of the air plants as a windowsill
mobile, a wall display, a terrarium, or a birdcage
plant accent are illustrated and described.
The latter part of the book explains the air
plant varieties, and availability in great detail. A
‘question and answer’ summary is included for
advice on the common problems you may
encounter.
Enjoy reading ‘Living with Air Plants’ at your
local library. It is a recommended read as a
beginner’s guide to growing and displaying
tillandsia.

Stay cool in this heat …go to the Library!

Much to my surprise, it was not a huge pond filled
with iron-rich tailings, but fields of grass with sand
cranes flying overhead. The grass is cut and the hay
is used to keep the tailing dust at bay.
Interesting facts that I learned included that we
were standing on 40 feet of tailings, and the byproduct of the waste treatment plants is
‘processed further’ and used as fertilizer to grow
the grass. Who knew?
Hermina

Milkweed and Monarchs
Mike Jensen, Director of Wastewater Treatment
and Compliance, would like some assistance in
transplanting some of an existing patch of
milkweed to other areas of the city. Can you help?
mike.jensen@greatersudbury.ca

