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My sister Barbara captured this photo of a robin’s nest in my front yard. How perfectly round the nest is!
I had better cut my patch of grass before the little ones hatch! - Hermina

https://foecanada.org/the-bee-cause/bee-gardenguide/

Message from our President
Due to the restrictions imposed by the province
because of the pandemic, our Society has been
unable to hold its planned events and in-person
meetings again in 2021, but we are working hard to
stay connected with our members by offering
VIRTUAL opportunities for local gardeners to meet
throughout the year and share gardening advice
and expertise.
In January, we began offering VIRTUAL SPEAKER
PRESENTATIONS with technical support provided
by our friends at the Parkside Centre. Access to
their ZOOM account and support provided by Peter
Marshall have made it possible for us to hold our
monthly meetings on-the-web and offer several
excellent free presentations that were very popular
from January to May.
In January, we were joined by gardener and
environmentalist Lorraine Johnson who provided a
very interesting presentation about pollinators that
we should be welcoming to our backyard
gardens. Friends of the Earth Canada published "A
Flower Patch for the Rusty-Patched Bumblebee
and Other Native Pollinators" that was written by
Lorraine Johnson and Sheila Colla and illustrated by
Ann Sanderson. This resource provides powerful
tools for taking action to support and protect native
bees by creating habitat where we live, work, and
gather as
communities. There is much that needs to be done
to protect bees but growing a flower patch is one
action we can all take now to make a positive
difference. " If you would like to download a FREE
digital copy of this valuable resource, please visit -

Our speaker in February was Sean James from Sean
James Consulting. Sean has been gardening
professionally since age sixteen. He is a graduate of
the Niagara Parks School of Horticulture, a Master
Gardener, and was named one of "20 Canadians
Making a Difference" in Garden Making
Magazine. His
presentation
on
identifying
caterpillars, larvae and insects provided some
excellent advice on how to create an environment
that will attract pollinators to our gardens. You can
subscribe
to
Sean's
newsletters
at http://www.seanjamesconsulting.ca/newsletters.html. On that page you
can also download copies of his previous
newsletters.
In March, we enjoyed a presentation by SHS
member Abigail Burt about the extensive wildlife
gardens that she and her husband Grant have
created on their property in the south end of
Sudbury. If you missed that presentation, you can
still
watch
it
on
YOUTUBE
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9dBVeAS
v1s

Master Gardener Anna Leggatt from Toronto
shared her wise advice and suggestions for growing
plants that prefer shade. Anna is a popular
gardening speaker who has written articles for
Toronto Life Gardening, Landscape Ontario, and the
Globe and Mail, and has submitted articles for
Toronto Botanical Garden’s publication – Trellis, the
Journal of the Ontario Rock Garden Society NARGS, and the Dutch Rock Garden Society. One of
her interesting articles on native woodland plants
can be found in an on-line newsletter
at http://nanps.org/wpcontent/uploads/2017/01/Blazing_Star_Winter_2
010.pdf

The last speaker in our Winter/Spring Series was
author and horticulturist David Hobson who shared
some interesting and creative ideas for gardening in
pots and planters. You can follow David on his blog
at https://gardengripe.blogspot.com/p/davidwas-born-and-raised-in-yorkshire.html where he
shares his garden photos, advice, and gardening
humour.
During the summer months, we will take a short
break from our regular meetings while we all enjoy
working in our own gardens and applying the new
information that was gained throughout the fall,
winter, and spring.
Thanks to generous financial contributions received
from many participants in our speaker series, we
will be able to offer additional presentations in the
fall at the end of September, October, and
November. Newsletter editor, Hermina Hubert, will
share Information about our fall speakers in fall
editions of "Gardening on the Rocks". If you are
interested in downloading past issues of the
newsletter, webmaster, Linda Hugli, has archived
them
on
our
website
at https://sudburyhorticulturalsociety.ca/newslett
er-archives.php .

The Sudbury Horticultural Society would like to
thank
NUTRILAWN
for
once
again
providing FREE weed control and spring and fall
fertilizing services for the grass at John Street Park
(corner of John and Paris Streets) near the Bridge of
Nations in 2021. Volunteers from our Society have
been developing, planting, and maintaining that
property since 1988 and we greatly appreciate the
support for our efforts that has been provided for
many years by the team from NUTRILAWN
SUDBURY.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If you are not already a member, moderator Linda
Hugli invites to you to join our Facebook Group https://www.facebook.com/groups/sudburyhorti
culturalsociety - to share your gardening questions,
advice, and photos with fellow gardeners
throughout Northeastern Ontario.
If the pandemic situation has improved, and inperson gatherings are allowed again, we hope to be
able to return to in-person meetings and
presentations at the Parkside Centre in the new
year.
Stay safe and enjoy the gardening season...
Wayne
President - Sudbury Horticultural Society

Flower Show Competitions
The show Committee is working on a show
schedule for fall and Christmas, in hopes that the
membership can once again hold in-person
meetings. For now, share photos of your
garden art, vegetables, and wildlife on our
facebook page. There may be prizes involved 

Hermina

Book Review by Laura
The “Raised-Bed Gardening “ book by Tammy
Wylie will guide you to a productive raised-bed
garden that you can be proud of.
To reap a productive harvest, you need to select
the proper zone, spacing, and placement of taller
plants verses smaller plants. Tammy addresses the
need for sun, drainage, air circulation, and water.
Various raised beds in many shapes and soil
depths are described and illustrated in the book. For
a raised-bed, the preparation of the area, the
building materials needed, and a step by step ‘how to
construct your garden bed’ are explained. You may
want to consider a vertical structure to support
vegetables. Various covers for frost protection, soil
quality mix, and the soil maintenance are explained.
A section of this book explains how to start and
care for seedlings which you plan to put in your
raised-bed. Tips are given on how to protect your
seedlings.
Common problems and how to deal with them
are quite helpful. Weeds, pests and disease are the
areas of concern you may wish to address.
A whole chapter is devoted to plant profile care
with recommended support resources to guide you.
You will find this helpful resource at your local library
on loan.

JOHN STREET PARK NEEDS LOTS OF
T.L.C. THIS YEAR
Volunteers from the Sudbury Horticultural Society
have designed, planted, and maintained the
gardens at the corner of John and Paris Streets
(near the Bridge of Nations) for more than 30
years. Many of those enthusiastic and dedicated
volunteers have assisted with our work in those
garden beds for more than 10 years, but some of us
are now finding it difficult to maintain our long-time
commitment to the park while still looking after and
enjoying our own gardens at home.

gardening business to assist with weeding the
gardens and helping us to avoid the appearance of
neglect that is developing. We have already
experienced a serious incident of vandalism to the
OBUS that was donated by Claire Liinamaa in
memory of her husband, and we want to avoid any
other damage to the site in the future.
Matt
Lepage
from Lepage
Lawn
Care
(https://www.facebook.com/LepageLawncare/) in
Wahnapitae has recently helped with grass cutting
and trimming and Nutrilawn
(https://www.facebook.com/nutrilawnsudbury/)
has once again provided free fertilizing and
environmentally-friendly weed control for the
lawn. Jennifer Therrien from Ace Yard Care
(https://www.facebook.com/ACEYARDCARE) has
been hired to begin removing weeds and grass from
the garden beds while we await the loosening of
some of the pandemic restrictions.
If we can start to get the site under control again,
and the pandemic restrictions are loosened
enough to allow volunteers to access the site, we
hope that you will consider helping out with this
important service to our community.

We are now ready to share and/or pass on the
trowel, spade, and pruner to some of our younger
members who would like to assist with this
important Society initiative. We would love to
welcome new members to our team.
Due to the long lock-down and other pandemic
restrictions, we have been unable to access the
park to do the regular spring clean-up, weeding,
and planting that have always been done in May
and June. The Ontario Horticultural Association
has told Societies that they will not condone
volunteer work on community gardening projects
during lock-down due to legal and liability
concerns. As a result, the gardens are already
becoming over-run with grass and weeds.
In response to this serious situation, your Board of
Directors has decided to divert the funds normally
allocated toward the planting and maintenance
work at the park toward the hiring of a local

Under STAGE ONE of the provincial plan, I
understand that outdoor gatherings of up to 10
people will be possible. That should mean that
small groups of volunteers will be able to work in
the park for a short time throughout the summer as long as we wear masks, practise social distancing
and follow other pandemic safety guidelines.
Because this property is so high profile and visible
to the thousands of people who walk or drive by
that corner every day, our work in those gardens
contributes greatly to Sudbury's image as a green
and caring community.
Generous donors such as Pat O'Grady, Laura
Foreshew, and Joanna Vettoretti have donated
plants this year so that all of our John Street Park
funds can go toward the maintenance of the
gardens, but we will need lots of volunteer help if
we hope to regain our pride in the important
contribution that this site makes to the citizens of
the City of Greater Sudbury.
…continued

Continued…..
If you would like to join our team and offer a few
hours of support with our efforts in the park please
email president@sudburyhorticulturalsociety and
I will share your interest with Past President Barb
Knuff and Secretary Theresa Cullum who coordinate
our work on this initiative.
Wayne Hugli

Pollinator Pursuit
Celebrate and support pollinators with this
month’s NeighbourhoodsTogether activity,
Pollinator Pursuit. Discover your neighbourhood
through a bee’s-eye view, or create a new
neighbourhood for butterflies and bees.
There are two ways to take part.
1) Keep an eye out for bees and butterflies as you
explore your neighbourhood. Where do you see
them? What type of plants and flowers do they
like? Take some pictures!

Thank you to our new SHS member, Olga Brinkman,
who volunteered some time at the park last week.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

VIRTUAL GARDEN TOURS
It's that time again! The Sudbury Hort Society's
'Open Garden Weekend' cannot happen yet again
this year, but we can share our gardens virtually on
our Fb group. Post a combination of long shots and
closeups, with captions when appropriate and
possible. Don't forget to copy and paste the
hashtag #sudburyvirtualgardentours
There are 62 individual virtual garden tours already
collected under that hashtag from 2020. Some folks
posted their spring gardens, their summer gardens,
and their autumn gardens. There is no maximum
number of photos but I find about a dozen images
is optimal.
When you have time, grab a cold beverage and
enjoy all or some of the tours posted from 2020,
and the new ones being posted this year.
Cheers,
Linda

2) Plant a pollinator plant to give birds and
butterflies a new place to stop! Whether you add
one plant or a whole pollinator garden, Sudbury
Community Garden Network’s ‘Greater Sudbury
Pollinator Project’ has tons of info. You can even
put your pollinator garden on the map!
Whichever way you take part, we’d love if you
shared. E-mail clsudbury@live.com with a picture,
or post on social media with the hashtag
#NeighbourhoodsTogether, and your
neighbourhood location. Have fun!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Rhubarb Crunch – (not if you are on a diet)
Mix thoroughly: 1 cup flour, ¾ cup oats, 1 cup
brown sugar, ½ cup melted butter. Press half of the
mixture into pie plate or baking dish. Cover with 4
cups chopped rhubarb and 1 tsp. cinnamon.
Mix: 1 cup white sugar, 2 tbsp. corn starch, 1 cup
water, 1 tsp. vanilla. (optional-add a few egg yolks
for more of a custard) Boil while stirring until thick.
Pour over rhubarb and sprinkle remaining dry
mixture on top.
Bake 350 F for one hour. Serve warm with whipped
cream… I have not tried it, but it sounds delish.

