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The Ugliest School Yard Contest (regreening)
Once again, the Sudbury Horticultural Society contributed $600.00 toward the schoolyard regreening
projects completed through the Ugliest Schoolyard Contest. This year, St. Charles School in Chelmsford was
chosen as the Grand Prize winner and Ecole Secondaire MacDonald-Cartier was awarded a Runner-Up prize.
On September 14th, enthusiastic volunteers from the Horticultural Society, Master Gardeners, and Greater
Sudbury's Land Reclamation Crew worked with the students, teachers and parents at St. Charles School to
create new gardens throughout the schoolyard and plant native shrubs and hardy perennials. They also
created an edible garden for the school community.

VETAC (Greater Sudbury's Regreening Advisory Panel) would like to recognize the important educational
component that these volunteers provide for our schoolyard projects each year. This year's volunteers
included: Linda Hachez, Georgette Mitchell, Theresa Cullum, Connie Dubois, Lisette Bernier, Luigi
Santoro,Don Ethier, Jane Palmer, Charmaine Malette, and Ada Petretti, as well as Tina McCaffrey and her
crew.
We also want to thank Colombe Charest, Georgette Mitchell, and Colette Theriault for their plant
contributions for the projects and Linda Hugli who helped to care for the many plants donated by Azilda
Greenhouses, Canadian Tire on Regent Street, and Southview Greenhouse Growers as they were gathered
throughout July and August.
Wayne Hugli
Coordinator - Ugliest Schoolyard Contest

GENERAL MEETING
Sunday, October 30
30… at the CNIB
Refreshments at 1:15 pm… Meeting begins at 2:00.

Guest Speaker: Stephen Smith – “Giant Pumpkins”
Pumpkins
Make a fashion statement...W
statement...Wear something
mething orange and black,
or wear a costume!
Spooky door
oor prizes - 50/50 - White elephant table finds

Introducing Our Guest Speaker
Stephen Smith is the Director of GIANT
NT Pumpkins & Northern Ontario Agri-Food
Food Education & Marketing.
Marketing
He formerly worked at Science North as a staff scientist educating and teaching children and visitors at the
science centre.
“Growing
Growing up on a farm in the Ottawa Valley taught me at a young age about hard work and formed my
understanding of gardening, farmingg and agricultural practices. It also gave me strong morals and values,
values and
although I didn't realize at the time, it helped plant the seed for many of my passions in life, including growing
the largest fruit on the planet, the Giant Pumpkin.
Pumpkin.”
Stephen only recently began giant pumpkin farming. For the past two years, he has been the
Northern Ontario giant pumpkin champion. His 714
714-pound pumpkin wass on display at the
Fall Fair at Anderson farm in September 2015. Tending his garden and watching 'Slump' grow
was extremely rewarding in the lead-up
up to the Anderson Farm Fall Fair last month. His goal has
always been to grow a 1000-pound
pound giant pumpk
pumpkin… and this year he did it!

'Slump’ (pictured on our cover) measured at a circumference of 179 inches (4.45 m) and
tipped the scales at 1,006 pounds (456 kg). A giant pumpkin can add 15 pounds a day.
The pumpkin earned its name when Stephen noticed that it was growing a little-lopsided.
lopsided.
"Ultimately my goal is to educate people and to get people to come out and see it."
Stephen has created a Facebook page
page, devoted to his passion, calling it ‘II Love GIANT
Pumpkins’. Combining
bining this passion with his many community involvements is what motivates him year after
year.

Things to Remember!
1. The Election Day is Approaching!
Fortunately, our Society elections are not as
‘entertaining’ as the one south of the border!
If you would like to be on our Board of Directors, or
know someone who might be interested but shy to
nominate themselves, please contact Wayne, or
any of the board members. The elections will be
held at our November meeting.
2. Volunteer Hours:
Please keep track of the hours you spend
volunteering for the Society…. working at John
Street Park or CNIB gardens, time spent in the
kitchen or white elephant table at our meetings,
writing
articles
for
the
newsletter,
etc.
Every bit adds up so that we can maintain our notfor-profit standing and apply for grants.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Giant Sunflower Competition
This was the first giant sunflower competition in
Sudbury. The seeds were sown, and plants were
cared for, watered, cut down, and judged.
Congratulations to the winners:
1) Tallest Sunflower: Delki Dozzi (Ward 1)
Community Garden - 141"
2) Largest Sunflower Head: Garson Community
Garden - 18.5"
3) Children's Tallest Sunflower: - 116"
4) Children's Largest Sunflower Head: Lillian - 15"
Topper Pizza donated the children's prizes and Eat
Local Sudbury contributed to the adults’ prizes.
You can find photos of these ‘Mammoth Russian’
sunflowers here:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/119130452@N04/al
bums/72157674637055655
Hopefully some of these seeds will find their way to
the public library’s ‘Seed Library’

Plant Growing Stand
Colombe Charest, our African Violet officionado, is
sellingg her growing stand. It is two feet wide, four
feet long, and six feet high. It has castors so can be
easily moved around. Included are trays and four
fluorescent light tubes (4’ in length) Their height
can be adjusted, so the light can be close, or farth
farther
from your plants. Any plants can be grown with
this system..not only violets.
New from the factory, this white stand was $600.
Colombe is asking $275. Please call Colombe if you
are interested in aquiring this…705-694
694-4660.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Children’s Water Festival

Mark Your Calendar!
October 29 – Advisory Council Meeting
in Blind River (District 13 bi-annual
meeting
– everyone welcome. Contact Theresa
Cullum if you would like to attend.)
October 30 – General Meeting at CNIB
with guest speaker, Stephen Smith,
and guest presenter, Camilla Yahnke.
November 27 – Christmas Flower Show
and Annual General
eneral Meeting at CNIB
- Seasonal entertainment
- election of new board of directors

At the 12th annual Water Festival, our Society was
represented again this year, by Barbara Smatlanek
Smatlanek. As a
retired teacher, she was eager to volunteer for the task
of teaching the importance of water for plants.
Third-graders
graders arrived at her table (about 88-10 at a time)
to see a lovely
vely display, tiny bean plants, seeds of all
sizes, and Dixie cups of soil to plant beans. Their
teachers took the trays of “bean pots” back to their
schools to watch them grow.

The event is sponsored by the city; it provides a
creative, hands-on
on approach to teaching students
about the different aspects of WATER.

SUDBURY MASTER
GARDENERS
Answering all your gardening questions!
www.SudburyMasterGardeners.ca

Man masters nature, not by force
force, but by understanding – Jacob Bronowski
Earth is here so kind, that tickle her with a hoe and she laughs with a harvest. – Douglas Jerrold

September
Meeting
eeting

