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Botanical Gardens in Montreal
- Hermina Hubert

If you have never been to a botanical garden in a major
city, it is a trip you should plan. Whether it is the Van Duesen
Gardens in British Colombia or the RBG near Hamilton, the
experience is very rewarding. I have been at the Montreal
Botanical Gardens twice so far.
The first visit was in winter, when of course, you travel
indoors from greenhouse to greenhouse, experiencing a
different climate / ecosphere in each. There were desert plants,
rainforests, and even a butterfly room.
The second time was in early summer when we could
enjoy the outdoor themes available. My favourite were the
Japanese Gardens. Some days a traditional Tea Ceremony is
presented. This time a flower arranging demo (Ikebana shown
at top) was offered. Of course,
there is a wonderful display of
Bonsai. One could spend hours
wandering about this garden
alone. The rock and water
features are spectacular and
many bridges cross ponds that
are home to giant Koi.
(If you are seeing this photo in
B&W, imagine shades of orange,
gold, and even blue.)

Chinese Proverb - Don’t do today, what you can
put off until tomorrow ??

The Chinese Gardens are also
unique. This is the door (bottom
left) to the Penjing (Landscape in
a pot) similar to the Japanese
Bonsai. Great care was taken in
creating the geometric designs on
the floor with stones and slabs of rock. We saw
“The Mighty Soybean” and heard a musical
performance using traditional Chinese
instruments. Check out the schedule before
you visit because the events and displays
change. Here is a great website.
www.ville.montreal.qc.ca/jardin/en/menu.htm
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“Sudbury in Bloom”
our August Flower & Garden Show
Sunday, August 17
12:00 to 4:00 pm at the CNIB
Check the Show Schedule on pages 56 to 60 in the yearbook. Consider entering
the display of house plants (new this year) or one of the new photo classes,
as well as the specimens and floral designs.

Entries must be placed on
Saturday, Aug 16,
between 11:00 am and 2:00 pm
at which time judging will begin.
Refreshments - Admission $2.00
Contact show convenor, Hermina Hubert (692-1442),
if you need more information, or do not have a yearbook.

Comb out the weeds !
Effortlessly grabs unwanted weeds and
grass by the roots!
Easy to use
Ergonomic handle for maximum comfort
Durable construction for a lifetime of use
For more information: www.weedcomb.com
705-9193266

The best and most beautiful things in the world
cannot be seen or even touched. They must be
felt with the heart.
- Helen Keller

Available this
spring at
Holla’s Greenhouse

EXHIBITING AT A FLOWER SHOW
This article is aimed at the hesitant members
who think that their garden's bounty is not quite
good enough to compete with more experienced
exhibitors or who are not quite sure of how to
prepare their plants, flower or vegetables for show.
Remember that our shows are essentially an
educational tool. They are held not only to show the
public the newest varieties and the best of the old
but to help us to be better growers. Think of shows
not as competitions, but rather as learning through
experience.
The first step exhibitors should take is to
read the Show Schedule carefully and understand
what is being asked for in each class they are
interested in entering. If there are any questions or
doubts call the Show Chair for clarification, or see
someone from the Show Committee when the
exhibits are being tabled.
To further understand the process, obtain a
copy of the ONTARIO JUDGING AND
EXHIBITING STANDARDS and refer to the
proper section. This book sets out the scoring by
which the judge weighs the various elements of an
exhibit. Remember to plan ahead so that you are not
disbudding the night before the show. It should be
done well in advance of the Show when the buds are
small so that the remaining flower will be larger and
the scar will have had a chance to heal. Specimen
flowers such as Roses, Dahlias and Peonies should
all be shown without side buds.
Areas which need attention are the gathering,
hardening off, conditioning and transportation of
exhibit.
Cutting: Blooms should be cut when the sugar
content is at the highest level. This is in the late
afternoon just before sundown. Wrap each bloom in
tissue or newspaper so that it is not bruised or
marked. Remember to label it before cutting. Carry a
pail of hot water into which the stems are plunged.
Make cuts in a slant with a sharp knife to expose as
much of the vascular tissue as possible without
crushing the ducts. Cutting on a slant also prevents
the stem from resting on the bottom of the container
and cutting off the water supply. Special
preparations are necessary for certain types of
flowers. Bleeders should have the sap squeezed from
the lower 2" of the stem and have the cuts seared for
30-45 seconds. This should be done again if the stem
is recut. Woody stems should be slit, scraped or
hammered for 2-3" at the base of the stem. Hollow
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stems should be cut under water, then
removed and filled with an eye dropper before being
sealed with a bit of clay.
Hardening Off: Blooms should now be hardened
off by placing them in warm water, in cool dark
place for 1-12 hours. Drafts, heat, sunlight and dry
air are to be avoided, so if necessary, you may place
in a large plastic bag around the flowers. The idea is
to provide warm water which is easily absorbed,
while limiting the amount of water the flowers lose.
Transportation: Transport specimen blooms in
containers such as a plastic soft drink carton where
each has its own bottle in its own section. Do not let
the blooms touch or they may be damaged, so
wedge them in so that they cannot shift. Also take
extra blooms with you in case of mishaps.
Another area which seems to be overlooked
is foliage and stems. If you will note, only six classes
of flowers in the judging manual give no score for
foliage. They are Narcissus, Iris, Lilies, Sweet Peas
Snapdragons and Gladiolus. All other classes are
required to have sufficient foliage to balance and set
off the flower or flowers of the class. Please
remember that all foliage that is shown must be
attached to the flowers that are being exhibited. All
foliage below the waterline must be removed or it
will putrefy the water causing the vessels to clog
and the flower to wilt. Ideally, foliage should be of
good colour and free of insect and disease damage.
It should also have been gently cleaned with a
solution of 1/3 vinegar to 2/3 water and a soft
sponge or nylon stocking to remove soil and spray
residue .
Stems should also be clean and without
evidence of damage. They should be strong and
straight and in pleasing proportion to the size of the
bloom they support. This translates into a stem of 15
to 18" above the container for a large size Peony
bloom. In Dahlias, the stem is measured from the
bloom to the first set of true leaves, and again it
should be of a pleasing proportion to set off the
bloom. So, a large flowered Dahlia should have a
stem length of twice the diameter of the flower. No
judge likes to see leaves jammed down into the
mouth of the container. I do not think that I have
ever seen a stem that is too long. Remember when
you cut your flowers for exhibit, you can always
shorten them if necessary, but you can never
lengthen them. This article has barely touched the
surface of some of the topics; at least it is a start.
- LINDA TEMPLE (Brantford Garden Club Newsletter)
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Dates to Remember !

H orticulture technician
C onsultation

August 17 - “Sudbury in Bloom” our
Aug. Flower & Garden Show
at the CNIB

L andscape D esign
G arden M aintenance
S udbury, O N

7 05-222-47 69

August 22, 23 &24 - OHA Convention
in Brampton
September 13 - Fall Perennial Sale
at Market Square
September 13 - Judging School Update
On Manitoulin Island

Ukrainian Seniors’ Centre Balcony
& Potager Contest
- Hermina Hubert
Madeleine Grenier and I had the pleasure of judging
the colourful balconies and individual garden plots at the
Urainian Seniors’ Centre during their Blueberry Festival. It
was amazing how wonderful the beans, tomatoes, and
Romaine lettuce were. Erika Makarec, shown above with
Madeleine, grew tomatoes and herbs on her balcony as well
as an abundance of geraniums and other annuals. Her first
prize included an SHS membership. She had been planning to
join.
The potagers (compact garden plots) put my vegetable
garden to shame. We saw healthy, mature tomatoes, beans,
cucs, and even Romaine lettuce. One was filled with a variety
of herbs alone. One used companion planting with marigolds.

Above are the winners of the potagers,
Olana Pysik for a most wonderful raised bed of
vegetables grown with her mother, and Jenny
Samborski (90 +) a special ribbon for being the
most senior gardener (and the Romaine lettuce).
We gave ribbons and prizes to seven gardeners in
all. The festival offered live music and delicious
Ukrainian foods, some including blueberries.
Thank you to Mary Stefura, who provided us with
a wonderful lunch before the judging began.

Gisele’s Greenhouses
Hanging Baskets
Patio Planters
Bedding Plants
Perennials
Excellent Selection
of Trees & Shrubs
Spring Seed Selection available in April
219 Lavallee Road,
Chelmsford, Ontario
(705) 855-6621
gisbellefeuille@hotmail.com
Open 7 days a week starting in May.

“From Our Garden to Yours”

More Things to do With Vinegar
Continued from last month......

23. Cut grease and odour on dishes. Add a tablespoon
of vinegar to hot soapy water.
24. Freshen a lunch box. Soak a piece of bread in
vinegar and let it sit in the lunch box overnight.
25. Clean the refrigerator. Wash with a solution of
equal parts water and vinegar.
26. Unclog a drain. Pour a handful of baking soda
down the drain, add 1/2 cup of vinegar, and close with
plug for 20 seconds. Rinse with hot water.
27. Clean and deodorize jars. Rinse mayonnaise,
peanut butter, and mustard jars with vinegar when
empty.
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37. Freshen the washing machine. Pour 1
cup of vinegar in the machine and let it run through
a regular cycle (no clothes added). Will dissolve
soap residue.
38. Extinguish fires. Throw on grease fires to arrest
flames.
39. Eliminate smoke odours from clothes. Add 1
cup of vinegar to a bathtub of hot water. Hang
clothes above the steam.
40. Clean eyeglasses. Wipe each lens with a drop of
vinegar.
41.Remove skunk odour from a dog. Rub fur with
full-strength vinegar and rinse.
42. Feel good. A teaspoon of apple cider vinegar in
a glass of water, with a bit of sweetener added for
flavour, will give you an overall healthy feeling.

28. Clean the dishwasher. Run a cup of vinegar
through the whole cycle once a month to reduce soap
buildup on the inner mechanisms and on glassware.
29. Clean stainless steel. Wipe with a vinegardampened cloth.
30. Remove stains from pots. Fill the pot with a
solution of 3 tablespoons of vinegar to a pint of water.
Boil until stain loosens and can be washed away.
31. Clean the microwave. Boil a solution of 1/4 cup
vinegar and 1 cup of water in the microwave. Will
loosen food particles from microwave walls and
deodorize.
32. Remove tough stains. Gently rub vinegar on the
stains before placing in the washing machine.
33. Eliminate cooking smells. Let simmer a small pot
of vinegar and water solution.
34. Unclog steam iron. Pour equal amounts of vinegar
and water into the iron's water chamber. Turn to steam
and leave the iron on for 5 minutes in an upright
position. Then unplug and allow to cool. Any loose
particles should come out when you empty the water.
35. Clean a scorched iron plate. Heat equal parts
vinegar and salt in a small pan. Rub solution on the
cooled iron surface to remove dark or burned stains.
36. Remove lint from clothes. Add 1/2 cup of vinegar
to the rinse cycle of the washing machine. This also
helps to brighten fabric colours.

Pea-sized hailstones damaged some plants in
the Sudbury area in mid-July. (In Lively above)
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ROSE SHOW PHOTOS
Despite the cooler temperatures this year, the Rose &
Perennial Show in July looked great. These wonderful
photos, taken by Linda Hugli, show Kay Tones and
Marg Munt (below), some gorgeous entries, and
Giovanna Vettoretti holding her Monks’ Hood entry.

PESKY TIPS
Get Rid of Ants
Put small piles of cornmeal where you see ants. They
take it “home” and eat it. They cannot digest it so it kills
them. It may take a week or so, especially if it rains, but
it works and you don't have the worry about pets or
small children being harmed!

Goodbye Fruit Flies
To get rid of pesky fruit flies, take a small glass, fill it ½
with Apple Cider Vinegar and 2 drops of dish washing
liquid - mix well. You will find those flies drawn to the
cup and gone forever!

No More Mosquitoes
Place a dryer sheet in your pocket. It will keep the
mosquitoes away.

Squirrel Away
To keep squirrels from eating your plants, sprinkle your
plants with cayenne pepper. The cayenne pepper doesn't
hurt the plant and the squirrels won't come near it.

There were some
entries by new
photography
exhibitors and Aline
Dupont received the
Special Award (green
ribbon) for the best
floral design.
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At The Show
Oh, we’re setting out the tables,
All the trestles in a row,
And we’ve got the cards and ribbons
For the Horticultural Show.

Open Garden Weekend
a Tremendous Success Once More
A huge “thank you” to the following gardeners, who
graciously opened their properties for this fund raiser:

So, bring us your potatoes,
And your cucumbers and peas,
Marrows piled in barrows,
And the Honey from your bees.
Bring us all the produce
That you’ve helped to grow this year,
The ones you’re very proud of
and the ones you hold so dear.
For you have to enter classes
If you want to win a prize.
And when you start competing
you might find to your surprize
That it’s meeting other people
Who enjoy the plants they grow
That measure out the pleasure
At our Horticultural Show.
- Dorothy Morris
(reprinted by permission)

Louise & Rino Boschetto,
Uta & Ed Decker,
Laurette Faucher, Betty
Guitard, Bernice Hibbs,
Maria & Nick Ingriselli,
Katherine & Ron
McMahon, Jayne & Bill
Munroe, Dr. Chris Nash,
Gundi & Clyde Sheppard

Comb out the weeds !
Effortlessly grabs unwanted weeds and
grass by the roots!
Easy to use
Ergonomic handle for maximum comfort
Durable construction for a lifetime of use
For more information: www.weedcomb.com
705-9193266

Available this
spring at
Holla’s Greenhouse

Ed Decker welcomes visitors to his and Uta’s back yard.
(centre) Above left, is Betty Guitard’s garden and right are
strawberries offered for tasting in the Hibbs garden.
(Photos by Lisa Robinson)

