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New Awards
The Board decided last month to purchase a plaque in
memory of Helen Toivonen, to be presented for the Best
Floral Design at the Christmas Show (commencing in
2015).
For our new “Youth” classes, the board has purchased
two medallions to be the "special award" for accumulated
points in the Youth entries at the August Show.
These will be presented to the winners at the October
general meeting.

Another New Arrival
- a Hybrid Tomato
from Stu's Blog ....
Saturday, September 20th:
Great news from the Farm! We have been very successful
in crossing a Bear Claw Tomato with a Cherokee tomato,
resulting in a Hybrid I am calling Solanum lycopersicon
Bear Claw x Cherokee. The parents are both rare,
heirloom varieties of tomatoes. The Bear Claw is a rare
cultivar and is part of the Seeds of Diversity's program to
preserve biodiversity
The new tomato has the purple colour of the Cherokee
but has the enhanced size and low acidity associated with
the Bear Claw. This new hybrid is in high demand at high
end restaurants and we hope to provide some of this new
product through seed saving to our customers next year.
Please let me know if you would like to participate in
further endeavours to maintain and enhance our
bio-diversity. Pictured below are Bear Claws (left and
top), Cherokees (extreme right) and the new hybrid
(centre).
Below: Stuart talking about his new tomato.

Dates to Remember !
October 26 - General Meeting at CNIB
November 1 - Advisory Council Meeting
in Blind River

November 15 - Winter Floral Design Workshop
at Parkside Centre

November 30 - Annual Meeting & Christmas
Festivities at CNIB

January 6 - Board Meeting at Red Oak Villa

General Meeting at the CNIB
Sunday, October 26
Introducing the Guest Speaker

Guest Speaker: Grant Lewis
“A Few of My Favourite Things”
‚
‚
‚
‚

Pumpkin Decorating
Refreshments are ready at 1:15
Door prizes and 50/50 draw
Bring and buy at the white elephant table
Get into the “spirit” by wearing a costume
(or a hat, or something orange)

“People’s Choice”...decorate, carve, or dress up your
pumpkin and let the members choose the winner.

‘A few of my favourite things’ is really a
ramble through my experiences in
gardening that have made it easier and
cheaper. Things like: my favourite
magazine, book, gardening tool, mulch,
etc. All these things have helped and
changed the course of what I do in the
garden to make it easier and cheaper, but
still fun and inspiring.
It all started with our very small backyard
in North Toronto, where my mother
couldn't be bothered to garden anymore.
Actually being a single mom, she really
didn't have the time. All through
university and the first ten years of
teaching, gardening was the furthest thing
from my mind. It wasn't until I moved to
Espanola to teach in 1979, the bug
returned. The rest is history.
Thankfully, there is no photo of myself
available, so I will keep you in suspense
until the meeting.
Grant

Ask the
Master
Gardeners
www.SudburyMaterGardeners.ca
Quandary: My cabbage heads are splitting.
Cause: They may have been over-watered (either by
you or by Mother Nature) after a dry spell. Or they
might just be too mature.
Cure: If you don't want to pick all your cabbages at
once and you want to leave heads in the garden after
they firm up, gently pull up on the stem to break some
of the root hairs, limiting how much water the plant
can absorb.
Quandary: I yanked out a wilted bunch of kale and
discovered bumpy, swollen roots rather than the
normal mass of fine ones.
Cause: Clubroot, a fungal disease
Cure: The fungus that causes clubroot can persist in
the soil for a long time, so avoid growing plants from
the mustard family in that area for at least seven years.
Quandary: My carrots are ugly-twisted, bent, forked,
or hairy.
Cause: Twisted roots signal overcrowding. Bent ones
mean clay, rocks, or other obstructions got in the way.
Too much fertilizer can lead to multiple roots. And
hairiness means the soil was waterlogged or
overfertilized. Microscopic worm-like root-knot
nematodes can deform carrots in similar ways.
Cure: Plant where you have not grown carrots for
three to four years in well-draining soil that is
obstruction-free to the depth your carrot variety needs
at maturity. Harvest carrots as they grow, so roots
don't touch, to avoid overcrowding.

Tomato Questions!
Quandary: The plants were beautiful. But the
tomatoes never showed up.
Cause: Blame the weather. Many tomato varieties
don't set fruit when nights are colder than 55 degrees
F or warmer than 70 degrees. Scorching days pose
their own set of problems; pollen diminishes when
temperatures push above 85 degrees to 90 degrees.
And the high humidity that makes so many of us sticky
and sluggish plays tricks on pollen, too, making it hard
for the wind to scatter it. No pollen, no fruit. Soil
chemistry offers another explanation for a skimpy crop.
Too much nitrogen fertilizer makes plants produce
foliage like crazy—not fruit.
Quandary: My beefsteaks were almost ripe—then
they cracked or split.
Cause: Soil conditions that change from bone-dry to
drenched can lead to vertical crevices or circular cracks
around the stem—signs that the tomato's skin
toughened and then couldn't stretch to accommodate
new growth.
Cure: Keep soil evenly moist, but not soaking, for
even growth. Choose crack-resistant varieties, like 'Jet
Star' and 'Mountain Spring.' And pick big tomatoes
slightly under-ripe.
Quandary: There are dark spots on the leaves. Foliage
is yellowing and dropping off. Other plants look oily,
splotched, and withered.
Cause: These are symptoms of various fungal
diseases—including early and late blight.
Cure: Plant tomatoes where you haven't grown any
member of the nightshade family for at least three or
four years. Space plants so that fresh air can circulate.
And look for varieties like 'Iron Lady,' 'Defiant,'
'Mountain Magic,' 'Mountain Merit,' and 'Legend,' all of
which resist late blight, one of the most devastating
tomato scourges.
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VETAC (Greater Sudbury's Regreening Advisory Panel) would like to
thank the members of the Sudbury Horticultural Society and Sudbury
Master Gardeners for their on-going support of its schoolyard regreening
efforts through the Ugliest Schoolyard Contest.
The project at this year's winning school in Val Caron involved the
planting of fourteen large linden, silver maple and serviceberry trees in
raised planters that were constructed with large concrete stones. Eight
large garden beds were also constructed for planting in the fall. Because
this part of the project involved the use of large construction equipment, it
was completed in August while the students and teachers were on
summer break.
On Friday September 6th, Jenny Fortier from Northern Wildflowers provided a brief presentation to the students and
teachers about the black-eyed susan (rudbeckia hirta), wild lupine (lupinus perennis), wild columbine (aquelegia
canadensis), wild bergemot (monarda fistulosa), purple coneflower (echinacea purpurea), wild geranium (geranium
maculatum) and silver sage (artemesia ludoviciana) that they would be planting in the schoolyard.
On Thursday September 11th, volunteers from the Sudbury Horticultural Society and Sudbury Master Gardeners joined
the students and teachers from kindergarten to grade 6 to plant a varied collection of native shrubs and wildflowers in all
of the planters. These enthusiastic gardeners braved the cold and rainy conditions to plant all of the vegetation and cover
the beds with cedar mulch which would help to retain moisture and prevent weed seeds from germinating.
All of the students were given a brief lesson in planting before working in the beds. Under the supervision of the
volunteers they planted the wildflowers in a raised bed that was allocated to their class and then spread mulch. While the
wildflowers were being planted, older students and volunteers worked with Dr. Stephen Monet and Tina McCaffrey from
Greater Sudbury's Environmental Initiatives in the planting and mulching of a large collection of native shrubs and
groundcover in the remaining beds.

Funds donated by our Society
and the Master Gardeners were
used to purchase the
wildflowers and mulch for this
project. The invaluable
assistance of these volunteers
helped to make this component
of the project an important
educational activity that will
help to give the students a
sense of ownership.

November is Election Time ! Please consider filling in the form below.

I would like to nominate __________________________________________________________
as Director ________ for President _______
I would like to help the Society in the following areas (please check): Plant Sale____ Kitchen____
CNIB Gardens____ Gardening Festival____ Seedy Sunday____ Advertising____ Publications____
John Street Park____ Schoolyard Regreening____ Open Garden Weekend____
Name: ___________________________________________ Phone: __________________________
Email: ____________________________________________________________________________

August Show
(clockwise) Ron Lewis with some of the produce from his garden; Diane
Coggins and Donna Dick at the membership table; Bonnie Jackson, Frank
and Giovanna Vettoretti; new members Sylvanna, Maria and Vittorio Petrin;
Barb Knuff and Rachelle Corrigan cutting up the sweets; Linda Hugli auctioning
one of the plants donated by Ron Lewis (Mr. Arbuckle looking on)

