RULES OF COMPETITION FOR ALL SUDBURY
HORTICULTURAL SHOWS
N.B.: Les Règlements de concours horticoles sont disponibles en français.
Pour en obtenir une copie, veuillez SVP communiquer avec Thérèse Cullum au 524-7654
1.

Competition is open to members only. Exhibitors must be members of the Society for one month
prior to all shows.

2.

Beginner Class - This class is for those who are new exhibitors. A >beginner= may have
entered in a show before but has never won a first place ribbon in any Floral Design Class.

3.

a)
b)

Only ONE entry may be made in any one class by a competitor - unless Section b) of this
rule can be applied.
A competitor may place TWO entries in any specimen class, (this excludes collections,
preserved products, floral and creative designs, and photography),
IF THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA ARE MET:
(i)
Both fit the class entered (e.g. both are yellow tea roses).
(ii)
One of the entries is a known cultivar (for example "Sutter's Gold") and
MUST BE NAMED as such on the entry card.
(iii)
The second entry must be a different cultivar and may or may not be named.

4.

5.
6.

All plants exhibited must be the property of the exhibitor for a minimum of two months prior to
exhibition except in design classes where flowers and/or material used may be provided from
other sources.
All potted plants must be grown in their pots, not dug up from the garden and potted for the
show.
If required by the Board of Directors, an exhibitor shall make a statutory declaration that the
plants, flowers, fruit or vegetables exhibited by him are exhibited in accordance with the
ARules and Regulations@ of the Society.

7.

All information is to be clearly printed on tags supplied by the Society.

8.

Containers must be supplied by the exhibitor and all labels removed from recycled bottles. (It is
the specimen that is being judged...not the container.)

9.
10.

All designs must be Aoriginal@, not copied from books or magazines. (These are for inspiration
only)
The Society will take every reasonable precaution to ensure the safety of exhibits, but the
owners must take the risk in exhibiting them. It shall be a condition of entry that the Society shall
not be liable for any loss by fire, accident, condition of building or theft.

11.

Judges will not be present while exhibitors are placing their entries.

12.

When the judges are making decisions, no one will be present except those appointed by the
directors.

13.

Judges are given the power to award a prize to any entry they think deserving or to withhold a
prize from any entry which they consider not worthy.
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14.

The judge, after consultation with the Show Committee, may ask classes to be divided.

15.

The judge=s decision, in all cases, is final.

16.

Exhibits must be left in position for the duration of any show, as stated in the newsletter.

17.

Any exhibit, other than potted plants, may not be exhibited the following year.
particularly to dried arrangements, wreaths and photographs.

18.

Any exhibit found to be diseased or insect-infested will be disqualified and removed from the show
bench.

19.

Flowers that have wilted after judging should be replaced by the exhibitor with fresh material before
public viewing. If the exhibitor fails to replace the material, the exhibit may be withdrawn by the
chairperson.

20.

All Society cheques should be cashed within thirty (30) days of issue.

21.

Any member winning a particular trophy (or plaque) for TWO years in succession, will decline that
trophy the following year (for ONE year) in the section for which the trophy is awarded. This applies
to the trophy only. Full points will still be awarded to the first place winner. The trophy will be
awarded to the runner-up.

This ruling pertains

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ENTERING EXHIBITS in OUR SHOWS
1.

Read over your show schedule and rules very carefully!!!

2.

All judging of competition classes will be based on the standards included in the new O.H.A.
Publication, “Ontario Horticultural Judging & Exhibition Standards” ( OHJES ).

3.

Definitions related to aspects of horticultural shows are also included in the “OHJES”.

4.

Exhibits without identification will not be disqualified, but the exhibitor will not receive points.

5.

When a class indicates a specified number of a certain variety, the exhibit must contain that
exact number. A bud showing colour is considered a bloom. Single bloom specimens must be
disbudded.

6.

In design classes only, greenery and flowers need not be grown by the exhibitor.

7.

In order to encourage more creativity and originality, proper use of accessories is permitted as
long as they are an integral part of the design, unless otherwise stated in the schedule.

8.

Remember to measure exhibits to ensure that they meet size requirements where specified.
(eg. not larger than 8" in any direction or dimension, including diagonally).
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9.

All specimen flowers should be displayed with their own foliage. Attached foliage will rate
higher than unattached foliage.

10.

No artificial flowers or greenery are to be used in a design.

11.

Uniformity is an important part of the exhibits where more than one specimen (flower or
vegetable) is required in a class. It is easy to gain points by trimming stems to same length and
to have specimens of similar size and shape (five beans or three blooms).

12.

It is not always the largest specimen that wins, but the most perfect.

13.

Exhibitors are encouraged to seek assistance from Show Committee members regarding
correct placement of entries in classes and movement of anyone else’s entry.

14.

Be kind in criticism of the judges. Their task is not an easy one. Without judges, we would not
have competitive shows.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Point System for Competition in All Shows
It has been our policy to reward those who exhibit in our flower shows at a special awards
presentation at our January General Meeting. Red, blue, and white ribbons are given to first, second,
and third place winners. A judge may award two first, second, or third place ribbons in one class if
he/she feels the entries are deserving. A green ribbon may be given by the judge for an outstanding
or special entry in any section (floral design, photography, etc.)
We have devised a point system that accumulates throughout the year. The method used to
calculate the prize money is as follows. Each point has a value of $ .35.
There are several trophies and plaques that are awarded as well. They are listed at the bottom of the
page of each Show.

Specimen Classes,
House Plants, and
Photography

Floral Design Classes,
Collections, Baking,
Preserved Products,
Arts & Crafts Classes

Creative Designs, Displays,
and Show Tables

1st prize = 4 points

1st prize = 8 points

1st prize = 16 points

2nd prize = 3 points

2nd prize = 6 points

2nd prize = 12 points

3rd prize = 2 points

3rd prize = 4 points

3rd prize = 8 points
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definitions continued.....
DISPLAY: Similar to a collection, it is an assemblage of various kinds or cultivars (flowers, herbs, etc.)
no fewer than five in number. These are to be displayed in an allotted area. The criteria
include cultural perfection along with artistic and creative features. Complimentary
accessories should be used to enhance the design. You should use the entire 36" x 30" space.
FLOWER SHOW TABLES: These illustrate the class title and take into consideration the theme of
the show schedule. They may be created for any occasion or time of day ( lunch, dinner,
picnic, etc.) as outlined in the show schedules. Space allotted is the same as in Creative
Designs... 36" x 30". There are three types (below and described fully in the AOHJES@
book).
a) FUNCTIONAL - Dining components are placed for the actual service of food (place setting)
and the floral arrangement/design and floral components are between 1/4 and 1/3 of the
overall space… no forks or knives are allowed, however.
b) EXHIBITION - TYPE I - not related to actual service of food but must include dining
components and a floral design.
c) EXHIBITION - TYPE II - does not require a floral arrangement but plant material must be
included with the dining components, and other accessories.
INTERPRETIVE DESIGN : A given theme, mood, or occasion is suggested by selecting and organizing
the design elements.
LINE DESIGN: A floral design in which linear pattern is dominant. In a vertical line design, your eye
is drawn up from the base or container...in a horizontal design, the elements draw your eye
left to right.
MASS DESIGN: A design with a large quantity of plant material arranged in a closed silhouette,
with few or no voids (open spaces).
MODERN DESIGN: A design with any of the following: no preconceived patterns, few components,
new shapes, sculptural qualities, bold colours, elegant...does not necessarily follow the rules.
NATURAL WOOD: Wood found in nature, whose surface has been altered by the elements in
colour, form, or texture. Decorative wood may include barn board, cedar, etc., and may also
be varnished or painted.
NICHE:

A recess in which an exhibit is staged. Schedule will state the overall size, however, the
floral arrangement should fill only 2/3 of the space in the recess.

ORIENTAL MANNER: A line design, usually with three main placements of material (heaven, man
and earth forming a triangle) in a low container. However, the design can also be presented
in a simple, tall vase. Simplicity is key.
PARALLEL DESIGN: Three or more groupings are placed in a parallel manner, with open spaces
between; may be vertical, horizontal, or diagonal; in one container or containers combined
to appear as one unit.
continued…..

definitions continued.....
PARTNER DESIGN: Two designs linked ph
physically
ysically by plant material. The designs may be identical or
unified by use of similar plant material and coordinating containers.
PAVÉ (pa=vay): A technique of placing groups of short
short-stemmed
stemmed plant material close together to form
undulating mounds of colours, textures, shapes and sizes...may include flowers, fruit, foliage,
stems, seeds, moss, etc.
POT ET FLEUR: An exhibit of growing plants (in or out of pots) plus cut flowers in tubes of water all
assembled in one container. Moss, decorative wood, rocks and flowering (or fruited) branches
may be included, but no cut foliage.
SPIKE:
SPRAY:

An upright stem carrying several flowers which are nearly ste
stemless (example: gladiolus).
A portion of a plant
nt with a number of flowers, (ie: chrysanthemum, climbing and floribunda
roses) Ideally, it would show all forms of development - flowers in bloom, buds showing colour,
green buds, and leaves.

STALK OR STEM: A plant structure carrying one or more flowers and/or buds. It may be branched.
(ie:
e: sweet peas, primulas, delphinium, and irises).
SWAG:

Plant material that is assembled without visible mechanics...designed to hang on a wall or door,
door
but not a wreath.

SYNERGISTIC:
An arrangement of three to seven >like= containers, each with similar flowers (or floral
groupings). Containers can be:
1) identical
2) different shapes but of similar m
material (ie: all of milk glass, or all blue bottles)
bottles
3) same shape, but different colours
Itt is the use of the same plant material that joins the individual pieces into one, harmonious design.
TUSSIE-MUSSIE: A small bouquet of concentric circles of small, fragrant flowers arranged
ar
around a central
bloom…may be fresh and/or
or dried.
UNDERWATER: A design where plant material is partially or totally
submerged in water. Water level should be approximately 1"
2.5 cm) from the rim of the clear glass container.
WATER-VIEWING DESIGN: Usually a line design in a shallow contain
container,
with one-half to two-thirds of the container surface showing water.
WREATH: Not necessarily round, a wreath may be oval or square; its base
can be made of wire, straw, or even a wooden picture frame, as long
as the two ends are connected forming a space(hole) in the middle.

